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Folklore Frontiers is an idependent, non-profit magazine covering 
folklore and folklife. in particular contemporary beliefs and actions. 
Urb.:�.n myths and new social trends are its main concern. The magazine is 
broadminded and tar rangtng in expressing today's concerns. 

It is edited and published by Paul Screaton. Address is 5 Egton Drive, 
Seaton Carew, Hartlepool, Cleveland, TS25 2AT. 

Published roughly quarterly, a subscription tor four issues is L6: 
Sl4. Single issue tl.50. All payments to P. SCREETON (NOT Folklore 
Frontiers>. Dollar notes only from abroad. 

A sheet of intormation on availability of back numbers is otfered on 
receipt of an SAE. 

If your subscription expires with this issue an "X" will appear below: ....... 'X. ........... . 

'JELCOXE to FF25. I 'll keep this brier as there • s loads oi good 
material <and mu�h left for the next issue>. 

Last issue we wrote about Spike �illigan's lovechild Romany in the 
Diary. Spika wa� the subject of television's Th1s is Your Life programr.e 
and most national newspapers reported how he apolog1sed to his other 
lovechild James :or the snub by producers. 

Spike's (age 76 Sun, 73 D Star> contri buti on did not extend to R��r.y, 
howe·.rar. 

MORE contrc·;arsy cortas with pieces hare en Rob'3rt 
the Bruce and a "gay" ghost. Pl u s our 1994 survey results. 

Actually, l reckon this is the besT. FF so far. 
SPOTLIGHT t�is issue is on trai nspot tars U' m on'3 myself, 

but I call myself a ferroaquinologist -- study of the iron 
horse -- like Beatty said "you've got an ology"> and sub­
sequent issues will look at boozing, breasts (sa x i st? FF?> 
and sub-editors. Contributions on such subjects <or any 
other> ·,.;elcome. 

I' 11 sign oft}ith two items: 
1> "Transvestism is a cheaper hobby than golf, and more 

socially acceptable than trainspotting ... <The Peoole>. 
Must try golf some time and know all three. 

2) I agree entirely with this <G�ardiap, 24/2/95>: 
The East Coast InterCity train sat on the track for over 

half an hour, just north of Peterborough. Fox hounds on the 
line. Eventuallythe senior conductor announced: �originally 
we thoughtthat soma huntsmen had been injured, but unfort­
unately it was just the dogs. 

• The anoraknophobia and transvestism 
much�ongue-in-cheek, you realise. 

WTransvestism is a cheaper hobby 
than golf and more socially acc­
eptable than trainspotting . .  , w 

<The Peoole) We hare have both!!! 

The ·cav· Chost seam 
Would you Adam and Eve it? A ghost in Eden Street ? �his haunting from 
1967 plays a small part in this cautionary tale. 

Unable to access Peter Underwood's A to Z Gazeteer of Ghosts, I have 
had to "rely" for information on this beginning of the saga Harden, 
County Durham, haun t i ng from the ludicrously titled the World's Great 
Ghost and ?cl t ergeist Stories oy Sarah Hapgood <Foulsham, 1994 > .  

Apparently a miner and his wite were disturbed by inexplicable events 
at their house and, although extremely reluctant to discuss what 
happened, called in the local vicar, the Re·.r T. Y.a tthews, to perform an 
exorcis;n. 
The clergyman's prayers failed to halt the events and the couple moved 
out, still reluctant to describe what had occurred, except to say that 
" ghostly presences" had made themselves felt. 

• f f • •  f 

The scene now turns to our place of employment, The Mail, Hartlepool. 
In case the editor would disapprove oi the story which reporter KcCusker 

had written, the deputy editor splashed the bizarre exclusive as the 
Page 3 l ead. This is it: THEMAIL Friday,.Deeembei:9;·1·994i 

,. - -· ... .:..� ... .:. J 
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�-:f;,;- got a name. but I _., ........ t :."' - , Ill ,· ·- "'If · ' " ·' -:-.;;-;;......:- �e�former,\'-m!Ji�.-. 't'i"�" knowlt'sagood : -; s ea I ng �-m \(�·:?t�� ;�run�:���-���i:; ��· ghost and I won't : 
�- ...... . - · ·:.�� • . .  -.; .. ,·: ; �!'·. t•.:� .-'..:Ji ·Jt.�.;�r·. ,-Eden•Street,.•Horden,\· } have him excorclsed. r _ ·a:-.�0·��. , . .,_ .fra-? ..• l le:�.,...n�};.J�_S� . t-�;.1.¥!·�-� �7_. : i�. a���i�t�£�1�1�! � ; :��f�i�o ��!'h���e-\ U Y U -i'� - .. I ouse·: 1s·. llsted: 1n the"7 �:\��{!J �}:W.: :;:; 

t�§�y�f�Ji!Yfrili� :;· :�f���r .���-' ���� ��:�� 1�� t:t�� .. �����-.,-: -�1 . . Vect.ln� &eVen;_hOUSes.\ I tswitclies • - itself: Off 
A· GAV:ex-mlner . siiy�a)e alol!�.ghost s t-slnce:.and .he' says the;- �when he'· is around, 
chasing" away·· his boyfri en�s. �.: and has tg�_q_s_!_&��SJQ.l1Q.!V_ e<L ;and' there are: other 

J!ft_h�m for hi� for!!'��S.�� · �'hini·��;,��-;;�·�:rv�.} !
things;: w hich.:.. have r":'. Roi'ihle'?. Pratt,"':': SS;"\.'r:- - '· - · · - -�- · ��! The:'ofather:.- of· ·two 

,happened ·.w hich I 
· Al · 8 PETER ·· 1-· from a 28- i ;���

t
"cannot speak 

·who lives in the 9x- ;,. .. �:!.;.. Y , t :·::_age;
·
, expl[�d ��V.: ford· Road .�ea of.;.' '·. McCUSKER · •.: the ghost spooked his f H� · added: "I am \Hart1epool,.··-says�t- · -.former boyfr1'end so the ghost has been""� .-· �-: - .. . 

:not frightened about 
With. bun' since they e-And- Ronnie · said. ·, much that he left him. . coming out and say· 

'Wh I t . ' "He was. in the ing I am gay. I lived a became · f r_iends man 
en

he �Ill 
a 

c��� . ·house and the lights lie for 28 years but at :.when he was e1ghl. [back· and chase him ln the living room the end of the dar you f But the ghost has away like he did with went out and all my ·are what you are.' _ \now left him and Is thelastone..:. ·-·- . ,:hair went on end and 
living w ith. Ronnie's "He Is a·gooc{ghost. �-he went � !hivery. I 
fOnJ:I�J>�yfriend. . · _ � t_ojct, l!im .. JL WB$,.-the 

• • • • • • f 

So far so good. No comeback from the editor. In fact. we all in tbe 
editorial department expected great media interest, with the story 
appearing on television and spread salaciously w1tb smutty headlines in 
the tabloids. The silence was not only deafeni ng -- it was suspicious. 

"It had all the ingredients of a brilliant tabloid tale," said 
XcCusk.::r. "But it turned out to be a complete nonsense. ln fact, a total 

. pack of lies. 
j "It all came about because the bloke at the centre of the tale wanted 
, to get back at a man he claimed was a 'rent boy' �o.·ho had ripped h1m off 
· financially. " 

Apparently Ronnie Pratt had called at the office twice to tell a tale 
about the "rent boy" who stole his money, allegedly. 

"It was never followed up," said McCusker, "so F<onnie came back a jtbird time and mentioned the gay ghost. Now that was a story!" 
1 Mr Pratt telephoned after the story's publication to say be was 
jpleased with the presentation. 

"But the following day the truth came out. Ronnie came into the office 
.to say it was all a pack of lies, concocted to get publicity. 

, "His logic was erratic. It had something to do with flushing out this 
1rent boy through publicity." 

As a postscript, apparently Mr Pratt's family were unhappy with the 
new1story, but an approach to the Press Complaints Commission was thrown 

.out because Pratt himself had approached �1. 
Also, Pratt was not born in the haunted Eden Street house - but next 

door. 

f i • • • • f 

Naturally there are other ramifications to this seam. 
Certainly knowinp, the scissors and paste nature of much paranormal 

1 publishing, although as far as is known only publicised in the 
, Hartlepool Y�il so far, doubtless the story will do the rounds 
I eventually, each time supposedly true, doubtless with embellishments. 
: Yet it was wholly untrue. 

Journalists are always wary when anyone approaches them: is there an 
unseen agenda, manipulation, revenge motive, or whatever? Not that tner� 
i5 any such implication !1ere, of course, but a cynical motto oft heard 
in newsrooms goes along the lines of "never let the facts get in the way 
of a good story." It was a good story, but not a ghost of factuality. 

t l l f f f f  

Xick Goss, on hearing of my gay ghost "scoop" trawled his files and 
found a bizarre tale tRevgi lle, 9/ 121'17 > .  

I reproduce it as written by Jack Pleasant: 

THERE are odd goings-on in the fair city of Bath. An apparently gay 
male ghost with its hair tied back with a ribbon is haunting a gravel 
path there. 

Appropriately, it's happening at the back of Gay Street. 
It has been seen on a number of occasions, but appears only to men. 

E·.ren when women have been present, they ' ve been unable to see it. One of 
the latest people the ghost seems to have taken a fancy to is�he deputy­
mayor of Miami, Scott Harris. He and his wife, on a visit from America, 
were on a tour of Bath with local ghost expert ��rgaret Royal. 

"As we all walked along the path behind Gay Street, Mr Harris grevvery, 
agitated. He said the figure of a man was keeping pace with us. His wife 1 
and I could see nothing . Mr Harris' description of a man with white hair / 
tied back with a ribbon matched those given by other people who say they1 
have seen the ghost." ' 

And so it goes on. Make of all this what you will. It just goes to 
show that strange things happen in this world. 

By Pau l Screeton & Peter McCusker 

t Road workers have taken out space betwegn the words 
on a sign to the River IJck, in Sussex, arter gratfiti 
merchants added another letter. Any guesses? Also see 
Prate - legends se6tion <Sun, 29/6/93>. 

t This seemed familiar but I include it here as it is 
the 50th anniversary of Anne Frank's <pictured right 
in 1940) death. There have been some doubts about the 
veracity of The Diary ot Anne Frank, cut that apart, 
this 13-year-old Jewish girl from Amsterdam was for­
ced, with her family, to hide from the Nazis in seal­
ed-off rooms for two years. According to one tale, 
the stage version was performed on Broadway with Pia 
Zadora's portrayal of Anne bum-clenchingly ghastly. 
So much so that when the Gestapo finally burst in, 
the audience rose to their feet and shouted: 
"She's in the attic" <D Sport, 3112/93). 

_ ..... fotcn�\ Annc Fran.k_lnJ� 
• Pop star Michael Jackson's wifeis not Lisa Marie Presley but an 
imposter. Who says so? None other than Professor Haakan Borg l und, of 
Lund university, Uppsala, Sweden. A dou b l e  was substituted, apparent l y, 
to prevent any attempts at a possible kidnapping. her head has shrun k 
and there is a demand that the "double" take a DlfA test. The real Lisa 
last appeared in 1978 and her double has been shown in photographs since 
1982. Borglund says: "There are no records of her changing from a youth 
to adult; this made it easier for her double to fit in <Guardian, ?; D 
Sport, 10,2,95>. 

• Last year ley- l ines <sic> were blamed for sending racing pigeons off 
course. The latest bogey is mobile telephones. Mark Brewster, of 
Hereford and secretary of the Midland Racing Pigeons Group, said: "The 
signals interfere with the birds' homing device thatrelies on the 
earth's magnetic field." A spokesman for Vodaphone responded: •rhere is 
no conclusive evidence of a link. " <D Star; 0 Sport 13/2/95) 



Anoraknophobia 
Everything you wanted to know about trainspotting but 

dared not ask. PAUL SCREETON returns from the enq of 

the platform with his assessment of the hobby and 1ts 
participants 

(An irrational fear ortrainsponers) · 

WHAT is funny about 
trainspotters? 

Why are they the butt 
of an insult which has 
swept Britain? 

How could a journal­
ist write in The Sunday 
Times: "Trainspotters 
are our worst night­
mare." 

Well, is there anor­
aknophobia? An irra­
tional  fear of  
trainspotters? 

Admittedly, I know of 
quite a few anorak-wear­
ers, people with dodgy 
spectacles, Gerry Adams­
style beards, Thermos 
flask carriers, gauche in­
dividuals and even some 
with psychopathic ten­
dencies. And that's just 
my colleagues. 

Some of the figures 
who huddle on platform 
ends are pathetic, dys­
functional and sexually­
aberrant homo sapiens. 

Equally, many are re­
spectable. well-educa­
ted,  intellectually­
stimulating men of the 
world. Women, too, 
these days. 

The trouble is that 
public perception of rail 
enthusiasts comes from 
Jasper Carrott monolo­
gues and tabloid jibes. 

Also people who 
should know better get 
in on the spotter-bash­
ing act. 

The man in overall 
charge of the Nation.al 
Railway Museum m 
York, Director of the Sci­
ence Museum Dr Neil 
Cossons, attacked preser­
vationi.s�s and compoun-

A half-naked girl 
on the line ... 
THE CREW of a permanent way trolley on the 

South Devon Railway were left agog durmg 
.
a run 

out to Littlehempston after the last tram on 

August 28 when they discovered tied to t�e track 

near Hood Bridge, Staverton ... a �cantlly-cl�d 

female. � ·n k · k The girl, wearing only a bra and •rl � . mc ers, 

was being filmed on video by another gu:�, both of 

who claimed to be "studen ts, w orkmg o� a· 
project". · . . · 

• t "lt was the most remarkable mc1d�nt we �e ye 

encountered" said SDR generaJ �anager
. 
Richard 

Elliott, "but there's a serious s1de 
_
to 

,
lt. They 

thought the last train ha� gone and d1?n t expect 

to see a works train commg down the hne. . 
. 

"As it was, it took nearly five minutes
. 
to untie 

the girl on the track: if we'd been runnmg a_ full 

works train there could have been very ser1ous 

consequen
'
ces." The incident _w a s  g1v�n full 

embellish ment in the f oll o w1�g day s Sun 
newspaper. 

Stc:�� Railway, October, 1��1 

ded his asromshing 
outburst by adding: 
"Gricing (another word 
for spotting) is a harm­
less hobby for consent­
ing adults." 

And !an Allan, who 
made his fortune from 
the pocket-sized ABC 
books of loco numbers, 
said of spotters: "I will 
do anything to keep 
away from them. They 
are utter bores. I like 
trains, but not the num­
ber-cnmchers." 

With friends like 
these, rail enthusiasts 
could be excused any 
amount of paranoia. 

However, help is at 
hand, even if it is ..f�om 

one of those "loony" oor­
oughs. 

The People's Publical­
ly Correct Socialist Re-
public of Camden . . . . 
Sorry, I'll start again. 
Camden and Islington 
Family Health Services 
Authority in north Lon­
don has made laughing 
at someone over their 
hobby a disciplinary of­
fence. 

D u b b e d  t h e  
"trainspotters' charter," 
anyone ridicules a col­
league's outside interest 
does so at one's peril. 

To many people seeing 
22 men who kick a lump 
of inflated leather and 
half of them kiss one an-

A stage vou go through ... J�ME� HOLMES produced a surprise hit with his. one-man show as a trainspotter, Anor­ak of Fire, seen recently in Darlington and Newcastle. 
. If people wil! pay to see an actor demystifying the subject 1t says somethmg though I'm not sure quite what. ' 

�lso TV t.ough guy Jack Marsden, 28, played a gormless tramspotter 1n a pub comedy routine at The Portway, Wythen­shawe, Manchester. 
. 1t seems he looked �n easy target for muggers when ... Jur:nped afterwards by f1ve louts armed with a seven-inch (' kn1fe and a plank. 

Karate black belt Jack escaped with injuries leading him to say: "I'm in terrible pain and fear it'll stop me working." '\ Instant justice - instant karma! 

other when it goes be­
tween two posts looks 
dodgy. Or why not doubt 
the sanity of staring 
down a rod dangled into 
a river for hours on end. 

Anyway, spotters are 
a sizeable contingent. 

One estimate puts the 
number at six million in 
the UK. More railway 
magazines are pub· 
lished than, say, garden· 
ing monthlies. 

Also the hobby is pur­
sued by plenty of well­
known celebrities. In ad­
dition to those profiled 
briefly here, I could add 
Chris Rea (album 
named after the Deltic 
class), Mike Read (made 
a record as The Train­
spotters), Jim Bowen 
(like Chris Donald lives 
in a converted railway 
station), Rod Stewart, 
Elton John, Phil Col-

TIMOTHY 
POTTER 

TRAIN SPOTTER 

lins, .Justin Hayward, Captam Sensible and Michael Palin. 
Pe te Waterman 's worldwide record sales 

n urn b�r . a staggering 140 million, having pro­duced discs for such stars as Cliff Richard Kylie Minogue and Ja: son Donovan. With 136 Top 40 hits, he became a chart artiste himself in 1987 as part of Stock Ait­ken Waterman. Now he owns Waterman Rail­ways - the former Incter­City special trains unit. The ultimate train set! Yet still the gratuitous insults appear almost daily. "Trainspotting" has become a verb to mean trivial or mind­less. When caught off guard by � caller, TV presenter Richard Made­ley was traumatised 

VIZ comic was criticised 
by the police over a two­
page spread on Michael 
Sams. Satire is not their 
bag. 

The comic had Timo-
' thy Potter : Train Spot­

ter. Would FF show a 
segment which would of­
fend? 

JAMES HOLMES 

into verbal patheticism � n d. t r a d e d  tramspotter" for a ".shoplifter" implica-tiOn. 
Which brings us to the psychological aspect. 

Dr Uta Frith has edi­ted a b�ok on what she calls. a devastating handicap." 
. "Trainspotting is fer­tl�e ground for people With Asperger's syn­drome. Not all trainspot­ters have the syndrome but I know one, for ex� ample, who. is really in­t�rested 111 carriage h�ht fittings. That is farrly specialist.". 
The conditi�l1. studied so. years ago · by·, A us­tnan psychiatris'kHans Asperger who 4.noted �ases C}f people obsessive-



Jy co l lecting meaning- ffi�����:\1 less sets· of objects and 
who were generally pe- !';����--�� 
dants lacking humour, 
is also characterised by 
social naivety. ��=s�tr)cl�� 

In 1993, David Whit­
ley, 19, an Oxford Uni­
versity student and 
Class 47 hasher went on . 
a £12,399 train wrecking /J · 

S{lree. His defence coun- . · : 
c1l said his client suf­
f e r e d  f r o m  a 
psychological disorder 
and "boiled over." Platform souls 

Then this February, 
accountant Tim Wallis, 
a track hasher, was con­
victed of fleecing British 
Rail to fund his hobby. 
He had travelled on 
more than 22,770 miles 
of BR: 99 per cent of the 
network. 

Also, five pals paid 
£56,000 to buy a new Bar­
ratt semi backing on to 
two lines near Stock­
port; loco cabs in the 
garden upsetting neigh· 
hours and rocking the 
marriage of the main 
participant. 

Really! And I've sev­
eral times rung my wife 
from the office after an 
interesting loco has pas· 
sed the Mail office tra­
velling south and she -
in Seaton Carew - would 
run up Brompton Walk 
to the rail line by Kil­
dale Grove to get me the 
number as the train pas­
sed by five minutes la­
ter. 

Trainspotters mad? 
Some of them really are 
loved! 

• 7JieMJ!/a : · · 

.
. . , __ �--
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KENNETH CLARKE 
... Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer Ken ran his 
school's trainspotting 
club and took pals on 
trips to stations and lo­
comotive depots all 
over the country. "I 
was addicted and gad a 
fanatical interest in 
steam engines." 

Nowadays he and his­
torian wife Gillian ex­
plore medieval ruins 
together. They call it 
"monument t?a�hip_g." 

CHRIS DONALD 
Viz comic editor saw be· 
coming a trainspotter 
as a major turning 
point in his life. 

"I met lots of quiet, 
nice, well-behaved kids. 
I was a trendy trainspot­
ter. I never wore an 
anorak. I accept that ta­
ken to extremes, train· 
spottin� can be a rather 
disturbmg hobby." 

· --A dfitdnt:ruilihltiiu ... :_�: ' : · . · - ;.r�//1 . ..,.-_, ._..,, �����.--!} · :· '•· 
1 .YF t;W. �nu, . t� ·' ··· .. · ·. 

· · ,mr,'cn�.eplft , _  · 

- ·· .. .. ,.st,,. -:::�.'y . .: . . .. �-.=�� .. v� s.�tt.��� - · . -

... 
PETER -COTON ... The 

photographer writes: "I 
started like most of us 
as a spotter and gravita­
ted to sheds, logging 
performance, photogra· 
phy, etc, but some of 
the more ethereal 
aspects like track bash· 
ing held less appeal. 

"There were other 
things as well, the most 
bizarre I recall hearing 
of being a chap who 
griced station lavator­
ies (both up and down 
platforms if possible). 
Well, whatever turns 
you on! History doesn't 
record whether a quick 
sortie through the door 
counted or if you actual­
ly had to use the facili· 
ties! 

MICHAEL SA MS ... 
Kidnapper (Stephanie 
Slater) and convited 
killer (Julie Dart) is wri­
ting his autobipgraphy, 
cruelly, teasingly en­
titled Mr Kipper (re 
Suzy Lamplugh). 

Spotter varieties 
TRAINSPOTTERS have 

sub-species. 
1. Number crunchers (un­

derline loco numbers in pub­
lished book). 

2. Haulage bashers (see 
how many different locos 
they can be hauled by in a 
year). 

3. Track bashers (must 
ride over every bit of BR rail 
in UK). 

==== 
One-legged- Sams de-

scribed himself as two 
per sonalities: "The 
Hyde was my feelings 
when I was angry. But 
my trainspotting or 
modelling would soon 
return me to Dr Je-
kyll." 

PETE WATERMAN ... 
The millionaire record 
producer says: "I've tra­
velled more miles on 
the railways in the last 
20 years than most dri· 
vers. That's one of the 
reasons I still trainspot 
- to help pass the time. 
I've cleared BR several 
times but I stil log the 
numbers of the 37s and 
47s because I love them 
so much and it's nice to 
be able to see how many 
times you've seen a loco 
you now own." 

Railtours 
THESE are mostly for 

track bashers and go where 
normal trains don"t venture, 
such as the Sea ton-on-Tees 
branch to Hartlepool nuclear 
power station. 

These one-off trains has 
silly names such. as Blyth 
Spirit and Rylstone Cowboy 
denoting the prime destina· 
tion. 



R e m em b e r  t h
·�· 

miniature railway as 
prop on Juke Box Jury? 
He also has a model 
trainset in his h ome's 
basement. He says: "Not 
many people can enter­
tain themselves all day 
for the price of a plat­
form ticket." 

scorn mongers 

RICHARD MADELEY 
... Smoothy TV presen­
ter blew his top when a 
caller asked him to 
"steal me a bottle of 
wine." Stunned and rat­
tled, he responded caus­
tically: "These are sad 
people. These are anor­
aks ... It's like a train 
thing to do. Go and spot 
some trains or buy your­
self an anorak, love." 

STEVEN N 
The Transport Mini!;terJ 
who recently spoke of 
the "dreradful human 
beings you find sitting 
alongside you in any 
form of public trans­
port." Least likely to 
say: "Fwah! Copped my 
last Growler at Crewe 
yesterday." 

Nicknames 
LOCO classes have pet 

names. Here are ten you ne­
ver knew: 

1. 20s - Chopprs. 
2. 25s- Rats. 
3. 26s - Macrats (they're 

Scottish). 
�- 31 s - Toffee apples, 

Sk1nheads and Gargoyles. 
5. 37s- Growlers. 
6. 40s -Whistlers. 
7. 47s- Duffs. 

4 . .a. 50s- Hoovers. · 
Jl.' 56s - Grids and Screa­

mers. 
10. 5Bs- Eggtimers. 

Snappers 
RAILWAY photographers 

are noted for an initial as 
second name. Ace "new 
wave" lensman is Colin T. 
Gifford. Others are Norman 
E. Preedy, lan S. Carr and 
Hartlepool's much-published 
John E. Auguston. 

PAUL MERTON ... I n  
a n ewspaper column 
the h umorist suggested 
carnivorous plants of 
the venus fly trap type 
could be planted at the 
end of railway plat­
forms specifically de­
sign e d  t o  e a t  
trainsp?tters. "Always 
supposmg you could 
find a plant capable of 
swallowing an anorak." 

DUNCAN GOODHE 
.... With his bairles 

he need poke fun, 
but he went on Radio 5 
challenging trainspot­
ters to convince him the 
hobby is indeed a crea-
tive leisure activitv. 

Gratuitous 
insults 

Alicia Arden (Women 
Only, Vol. 1, No. 7, 1993): 
"The Big 0 is a great leveller 
. .. Eight inches of majestic 
man muscle. Actual whan­
ger? Two and a half inches 
of stunted chipolata. Runtish 
trainspotter in NHS specs 
and BhS anorak. Expected 
whanger. Limp lingune." 

OOOOOCJOOO 

-· ·.:. . . . 

t 
. 

. 

" .:::::::.. = . Sorry, no train spoHing 
· without a blue cagool.!' ; 

"You're right. Trains are 
boring, I'll get my 
stamps!" 

This happened at King's 
Worthy, Hants (Dally Star, 
5/9/92). "A train driver al­
most went off the rails when 
he saw a trainspotter waving 
at him from a bridge - wear­
ing only a woman's girdle." 
Begs the questions - he 
couldn't go off the rails literal­
ly and was the person a gri­
cer? I did see a lad 
masturbating frantically as 
my train passed through Ro­
therham Masborough (a 
"mas" synchronicity). 

uHere's the tnln set 
you wanted for Chrllt­
maa-we apolopae for 

the delay" 

John Diamond (The 
Times, 7/11/92): "An anorak 
is anyone who treats life as 
one of the more anal-reten­
tive hobbies ... Anoraks col­
lect train numbers ... " 

00000000000 
Garry Bushell (Sun, 

9/4/93): Sodomy kills hobby­
horseman says: "The sad­
dest truth about the Gay 
Rights brigade Is that they 
are life's losers, the trainspot­
ters of politics." 

tnnn 
Amanda Cable (Sun, 

24/6/93): Sun Woman Editor 
- Bushell's female equiva­
lent - on gays and lesbians 
after their march. 'We left be­
hind on the train the most 
sordid bunch I have ever 
met ... They could have 
been trainspotters from 
Peckham, birdwatchers from 
Basildon ... " 

Guy Browning (Guardian, 
17/4/93): "For most men sex 
is sublimation of their obses­
sion with trains." 

•••••••• 
"Fiona Wright" (Daily 

Sport, 3/1/94): Followinq a 
letter on the Pantie Lib­
�ration Organisation. the six­
limes-a-night athlete com­
ments: "I supose it's better 
than collecting train num­
bers." Or being ghost writ­
ten. 

have problems 
aee lt In 

leaves." 



· · '�l�IPiairie thri11S-lDr·: · �=��g;��F l cOwboy_s in R_anties I for a iaw 
1 

days. Ato;a:­
l:lewting a 

,frlinc sna 
a�A:ael l: !• Cl 
·oaon =u our 
local :;aac�. 
Yi», 1 i:.ad, l 
:;al�. So anc 
'iO 'i� ·..: i·�:.; 
su• ;ai.;., ::�t 

o:s? :.c.:.�u.;c 
r·:� lo�� =�!!J 
i� �=? au� 
��-:�o:, .;al.� I. 
Ac•uall ;·. l was · 

unabia tc I in:i ' 
: ;;q cwn t:-un�s. 
i I'd had a swu; 
l and !allen as- ' 
; lup in the ! sand dcnes. 

I Just shows, ye;� 
.CAn't do any- r:· 
: thin5 w1 tbout t : : . . 
i so��:aone sau ng. } 
1 So now you ltnow : . . 
: your editor is ;.: . . . 
! a trans·1est ita. 

. . . .� .... ·- .. �-::�.�-........... ·�� .. � :·'*::'" -� : . ,.· .. 

M A CH 0 cowboys rituals lake place on the 
�

��1
5
t��!·

or 
��Y �:e� , 

in Canada's Wild �:=
�·
f a  couple's 

started, but they've Wes t have been A college professor been doing it since the 
exposed as . • .  secret researching folklore 1830s. 
transvestites. traditions of Canada's The cowboys put iJ'eat 
Oncu a year, hundreds prairies has exposed tbe effort into their TV 

ot butch farmers and c o w b o y s' madca p transformations, ending 
r&ncb·hands put on antics. up with results that 
padded bras. saucy Rura 1 Pr��fi�

es
c�fr 

c
�e�1?!�: �

di:����:u
y
b%�

s
:�= Michael Tatt, of the comedian Steve Coogan 

"wedding ceremomes" University of Calgary, - would probably be 
in tront of their tamHies says the transvestite proud of. 
and friends.. ceremonies are a well· Sa vs Talt: ''It's all And their wives join in =����i

s
d
h
o��ns

tr
�f
d
��� J!layed for /aurhs. TheY 

�
e 
d������!��s %� commumties In Alberta, have to act out .a script 

-��aL The .b�ZEfi.��wa��d -���:�u������:�dr��ns ------
"But it would be YEAH Tu A '"T' FIGURES dangerous for a man to � 1 break out of the script, 

Here's another of �hose Slackstistic s - wonderful.ly exaggerated 
, ��t�';Jly�is part too 

rical "facu" diAl can't possibly be proved or disproved. In an 
"That  . w o u Id b e  :�:� in a national newspaper, I spied the astonishing statement th3t 

• frowned on by members 
"According to a leading cApen. fifty per cc"'. of.all

 ?,'en cross-
��

e
�� of the co��r:. __ . . omen's c lothing at some stage IR their hves . We ha 

��: w 
this figure, 1 suppose, because it's been calculated by no less 

thanpl"a leading CApert". But, wow. that means that half of�
�� members of the present cabinet musl be uansvcsutes. Hmm. come 

think of it, perhaps it's not such an ouuageous claJm after all .... 
_

.--·-·-

r- ... --. ----. -
. HJ AEOVE: · lhr.3.Zi<lg Eut 

Tr-ue: ::olu.:n. 
D. :3pc:-t. 

'23il/95 

Hf ABOVE 
LeFT: Loncicn 
S?Y coiu�:�n, 
Midwe:ek, 

0 _1_����/ 6/?: --· _l 

I 

� ,, 

!,_ast tim�_in the.se pageLyou_r�ad_of (and maybe gasped at) the St� _}'rlpl_�. a _ _kgendary narative from 

a!!_ew as F_OLKLORE FR_QfYI!E!JS. _now brings you a 

Stuck Quartet. 

Durably interlocked in the act of love by freakish circumstances beyond their control, the Stuck Couple 

serve as a warning against adultery (and also as an excuse for some dirty laughter). Recapping briefly -

which is, after all, the only worthwhile way to recap - the Swaziland story featured three adulterous and 

overambitious lovers welded in unescapable embarrassment, flagrante delicto and not unlike what you've 

seen happen to dogs from time to time: all this by virtue of a witchdoctor's spell that the Daily Star of 9 

May L994 said was known in those parts as "likhubalo". And like hullabaloo it must've seemed to the glued-

together threesome, oh yes. 

Our latest version - well, it's about 300 years old, actually - comes from Tire Euing Collection of English 

Broadside Ballads in the Library of the University of Gla.rgow (published in facsimile, 1971). More 

specifically, it takes the form of "Tire Lancashire Cuckold", one of not a few indelicate items in that 

collection, though perhaps not the worst. 

Adultery has always been a favourite sit-com theme for folktale narrators the world over. That said and 

granted, it's fascinating to see the Swazi witchdoctor represented here by a 17th Century Lancashire 

counterpart in the occult arts, the Conjuror, who comes equipped with 'pleasant pipe' capable of Pied 

Piper-like effects and a charm that turn a chamber-pot into something as inconvenient to humans as a fly-

paper is to flies. (I nearly wrote that it's a case of from Swazi to khazi. Just as well I didn't). 

Less obvious to modern readers is the way the broadsider picks two popular mockable ballad stereotypes 

(parish clerk and tailor) as 50% of this four-way degradation. Note, too, the improbable happy ending. The 

clerk preserves his "nutmegs" (testicles) from the outraged husband by handing over £100 which he just 

happens to have on his person - this despite the fact the narrator has previously told us he and the others 

were 'Naked all but their shifts' - and everyone heads down the pub, where they /augh'd at the jest.' 

We hope you do likewise ... 
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B i l l  E l l i s s umma r i z ed an e a r l i e r  p r e s s  r e p o r t  of t h e  
bema g i c k ed S wa z i l a nd co u p l e  ( f rom t h a t  c o u n t r y ' s  T i m e s  o f  . . . , 
D e c e mb e r  1 9 9 2 ) in FOAFTALE NEWS 2 9  ( Ma r c h  1 9 9 3 ,  page 1 1 ) . 
T h e r e  t h e  b i nd i ng r i t e  is named a s  " u l u nyoka " - not qu i t e  a s  
f u n ny t o  W e s t e r n  e a r s  a s  Th e S u n ' s� v e r s i o n . W e l l ,  n o t  to my 
We s t e r n  e a r s , at l e a s t . And it i nv o l ved a c h a rmed poc k e t ­
kn i f e . (!. Ac�v.,. \lj � ... ·, 1'1 �p3rl - El .) 
Wi l l iam H a n s e n  o f  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  S t u d i e s  d e pa r tme nt , I nd i a n a  
U n i ve r s i t y  u s e s  t h i s  s umma ry a s  a s t a r t i ng - po i n t f o r  h i s  " T h e  
S t u c k  C o u p l e  I n  A n c i e n t  G r e e c e "  ( Foa f t a l e  News 3 6 , J a n u a r y  
1 9 9 5 , pages 2 - 3 ) wh i c h  f o c u s s e s  upon t h e  myt h  o f  A r e s  a nd 
Ap h rodi t e  t r a n s f ix ed in t h e  adu l t e r o u s  a c t  v i a  a magi c  n e t  
mad e by t h e  c u c ko l d ed H e p ha i s t o s . H a n s e n  wr i t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
' l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  o u t s ide o f  Homer f o r  t h i s  s t o ry a s  a 
t r ad i t i o n a l  o r a l  n a r r a t ive in a n c i e n t  or mod e r n  t im e s . '  
I g n o r i n g  t h e  b r oa d s ide rep r odu c ed h e r e , howeve r ,  t h e r e  i s  t h i s  
n o t e s  i n  G . H .  Dob l e ' s  pap e r ,  " H a g iography a n d  Fo l k l o r e " 
( Fo l k l ore 5 4 , S ep t embe r  1 9 4 3 ,  pages 3 2 1 - 3 3 3 ;  s e e  e s p . page 
3 2 8 ) . D i s c u s s i n g  marve l l o u s  l e g e ndary ep i s od e s  common t o  
s a i n t s ' l i v e s  a n d  t o  o t h e r  typ e s  o f  l e gend , h e  p i c k s  o n  
e xamp l e s  i n  Th e L i fe of S .  Gwi n e a r ,  o n e  o f  Co rnwa l l ' s  l e s s ­
f amo u s  s a i n t s  t o  w hom ' a  s t r i ng o f  l o c a l l e g e n d s ' i s  a t t a c h e d : 

' On e  r e l a t e s  how two love r s  who had imp r ud e n t l y  
e x h a nged a n  ewbra c e  w h i l s t  s e a t ed o n  t h e  s a rcophagu s 
of a c e r t a i n  v e n e r a b l e  b i s hop , o n e  o f  S t  G . ' s  comp ­
- a n i o n s , w e r e  u n ab l e  to r e l e a s e  t h em s e l v e s  f rom t h e i r  
emb ra c e  t i l l  b rought t o  t h e  memo r i a  o f  S .  Gwi n e a r , 
w h e r e , by t h e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  o f  t h e ma r t y r  - t h e  p r a y e r s  
o f  t h e  f a i t h f u l ,  t h ey w e r e  s e t  f r e e . T h e r e  i s  a n  e x a c t  
p a r a l l e l  t o  t h i s  s t o ry i n  o n e  r e c o rded o n  p . 1 9 6  o f  t h e  
B o o k  o f  L l a nda f f , w h e r e  a c e r t a i n  po t e n s  vi r o f  Ewy a s  i n  
H e r e f o rd s h i r e , w h i l e  go i ng o n e  S u nday t o  t h e  c h u r c h  
o f  S . C l i t a u c  ( n ow C l odoc k )  w i t h  h i s  w i f e ,  w a s  gu i l t y  
o f  a s imi l a r  imprudent a c t i o n , w i t h  s im i l a r  c o n s eq u e n c e s . 
Of cou r s e  we h a v e  h e r e  t h e  we l l - k nown f o l k l o r e  t h eme 
c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  s t ory of " T h e  G o l d e n  G o o s e "  in G r imm . 
I t  r e a pp e a r s  i n  hagiography in a s t o r y  in t h e  t�4 Pft �t i t e  
L i fe o f  s .  Pa t ri ck . . .  ' By Mick Goss 

A FRANTIC hubby really gave his wife a 
mouthful when she had an epileptic fit 
during a sex session. 

-Poor Car Ios Cesaro went through agony . . .  u h!s todcer wu firmly clamped between her TEETH. And when be couldn't wriQle tree, he tried to 5�1:n ��� ��p��:i::rn:!�e� �=�;t!l doetors threatened to call the police. 
Carlos, 27, wu walkin'it ctncerly with a stick, 

���J��g� ���� wf:e 
'g!::!,1�

. 
�:re:� 

to her forehead and a Carlo• -needed ' iJJne 
bruised cheek. : irutcbes Jn bJs wUJr. Bui 

And when Carlos told GJna saJft "We would them what happened.. . J1ke u, sun • famlly. 
the medJcs In Lima, "He's wonderful, but . Peru, were In hysterics! we will not Indulge In 
s�ck

5.!��� �-��:J oB! �x again.:· 
her. It wu strange when 

A HUSBAND nttded 
treatment lor b i t e  
wound• o n  h l l  man­
hood - alter hla W11l!! 
�j;i �.'fRld nt

'":�rt�: 
ut • .  o p e n�·

d 
-

h e r  
mouth alter hi hit her 
on the head with a 
lrylnl pan In� 
k l t o h e n  In � 
Holland. 

her eyes started roillng. 
· ? - : Pain · . ;. : 
· ''Then I wu In the 
most Incredible pain. I 
grabbed the alarm clock 
and started blttlna her, 
shouUng: 'God foratve 
me:· . .... . . . ; ·-;- :-:: • · 

·,"I do not know bow 
gtu�l e!!!��air re��� 

• F rom t he f i l e s  -- Le f t :  � 

1 5 / 6 / 9 4 ; c e n t r e : �. 1 7 / 1 2 / 94 ;  

a bove r i g ht : D Spor t  1 7 / 1 2 / 9 4  < no­

te p l ace name d i s pa r i t y > . A l so (� 
Sport , 1 6 / 2 / 95 )  Howard Foy r e f e r red 

t o  t h e  su bj e c t  as d i smi ssed as 

u r ba n  my t h ,  bu t < r i g ht > ----

Just tlme for 
a quick. bite 

A NAKED couple's 
kitchen frolics turned 
to agony . . . · . · 

SHE was gtvlnf HIM 
oral sex when she had 
an epileptic fit and her 
jaw locked. 

HE screamed In pain, 
c-rabbed a frying pan 
and clocked her over ' 
the head. - � 1 
· The pair, fro Ass , 1 

Holland, ended In · 

hospital - being treated � 
for Injuries to 

.
o�poslte ; 

ends. .. ·. � ·  

Experts admit tllat there 13 a · 
r a r e  c o n d i t i o n  k n o w n  a s  
vaginismus wlltcb causes a 
woman's vaginal muscles to 
c l a m p  s ll u t  d u r i n g  s e x  
_:_ temporarily trapping her 
partner's erect penis Inside. 
. But doctors say that the 
condJUon - caused by stress 
or nerves - Is oniy temporary 
and once a man loses his 
erection, be can. easily slide . �-�ger .o.ut. , _, . _ 

Robert the Bruce 
BAD N E IJS f o r  a l l  ye E M 'tlho ' r e s o l i d l y  i n t o  - ssex- a n  t he " Sc o t s  wa hae w i ' 
Wa l l ace b l ed" t h i ng .  
Robe r t  t he Bruc e , R®O{h n@ fh�@®{){)�  pr i me Scot t i sh c u l t - ur- � �  �� ���} � re he ro a nd na t u r a l  
successor to � i l l i a m 
!Ja l l ac e  i n  t he By Mick Goss 
Ca l e do n i a n  g l o ry - s t a k e s , wa s E n g l i s h - ber n . Wor s e : t h i s  mod e l  
o f  S c o t t i s h n e s s , t h i s  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  g e n e ra t i o n s  o f  
n a t i o n a l i s t i c a l l y - m i nded S c o t s , was bo r n  j u s t  ou t s i d e  
C h e l m s f o rd . As C h e l m s f o r d  i s  t h e  county t ow n  o f  E s s ex ,  t h a t  
ma k e s  Rob e r t  t h e  B r u c e  a n  E s s e x Man . 

I t ' s  o n l y  bad n e w s , ye k e n , i f  you i n s i s t  t h a t  n a t i o n a l h e ro e s  
mu s t  b e l o ng 1 0 0 %  t o  t h e  n a t i o n  t ha t  t h ey ' r e n a t i o n a l h e r o e s  
o f . Very f ew do . T h a t  towe r i n g  s ymbo l o f  M e r r i e  E n g l a nd , f o r  
examp l e  - R i c h a rd t h e  L i o n h e a r t : t h i s  f i n e  u p s t a nd i ng Norman 
s p e n t  j u s t  a f e w  me a s l y mo n t h s  of h i s  r e i gn in E n g l a n d  and i n  
t h a t  t im e  h e  n e v e r  l ea r n ed t o  s pe a k  t h e  l a nguage s o  good . I f  i t  
comes down t o  t h i n k i n g t h a t  nat iona l i t y  d e r i v e s  a t  b a s e  f r om 
t h e  c o u n t ry you w e r e  a c t u a l l y born i n , many a c u l t u r e - h e r o  
s t a r t s  t o  l o o k  d u b i o u s . By t h i s  t o k e n , mo s t  o f  t h e  I r i s h  
nat i o n a l f oo t b a l l  t e am s h ou l d  have wa i t ed f o r  a c a l l  f rom 
T e r ry V e n a b l e s  a n d  r e f u s ed to s p e a k  to J a c k  C h a r l to n . ( Ye s , 
B i g  J a c k  - l a t t e r l y  r e cogn i z ed as an Iri s h  h e r o  f o r  h i s  
manage r i a l  a c h i e veme n t s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  a f o r e s a id n a t i o n a l 
s o c c e r  t e am . . .  a n d  a s  everyone knows , f o rme r l y  a memb e r  o f  t h e  
Engl a n d  s id e  t h a t  w o n  t h e  Wo r l d C u p  i n  ' 6 6 ) . 

B u t  Rob e rt B ru c e  - Robert t h e  B r u c e . B egan t h e  e a r l y  1 4 t h  
C e n t u ry a s  o n e  o f  s e vera l c l a ima n t s  t o  t h e  S c o t t i s h  t h r o n e . CV 
gets mo r e  i n t e r e s t i n g a f t e r  h e  l iqu i d a t e d  h i s  b i gge s t  r i va l ,  
John Comyn t h e  Red , whom s ome b e l ieve h ad a b e t t e r  c l a im t h a n  
d i d  B ru c i e . Anyhow , B r u c e  c r owned a t  S c o n e , 1 3 0 6 . T h e r e by 
u p s e t  E dwa rd I ,  K i n g  of E n g l a nd , who h a rbou r e d  t h e  b e l i e f  h e  
h a d  f i n a l  s ay o v e r  w h o  wa s K i ng o f  S c o t l a nd . B r u c e  h a d  e s t a t e s  
c o n f i s c a t ed ,  go t b e a t e n  b y  E ng l i s h , we n t  i n t o  h i d i ng -
t r ad i t i o n s ay s  h e  s p e n t  p a r t  of it in a cave . P o s s ib l y  s e vera l 
c a v e s . W i t h  a s p id e r . Po s s i b l y  s e vera l s p ide r s . [ G r e a t  s t o ry . 
More on it l a t e r  i n  a r t i c l e } .  

Came o u t  o f  c a v e / c l o s e t / w h a t e v e r  i n  1 3 0 7 , b e a t  E ng l i s h  a f ew 
t im e s  , e . g . a t  Loudon H i l l . D e a t h  of Edw a rd I .  E ng l a nd now 
managed by Edw a r d  I I .  B r u c e  beat E n g l i s h  de c i s iv e l y  a nd 
prope r l y  in 1 3 1 4 , B a t t l e  B a n noc kbu r n . E p i c  mome � t i n  S c o t s  
h i s tory : E ng l i s h  h a d  a l o t  m o r e  men , f o r  o n e  t h 1 n g . ( Excu s e : .  
s oggy p i t c h  no good f o r  qu a l i t y  p l a y . A l s o  bad t a c t i c s  by 
Edwa rd I I . )  T h e r e a f t e r : R the B s ymbo l of S c ot t i s h  r e s i s t a n c e , 
S c o t t i s h  i n d e p e n d e n c e . Name s t i l l  i nvo k ed i n  a n t h em i c  f o l k­
s o ng t h a t  go e s , " 0  F l oor { = Fl owe r )  o S c ot l a nd ,  w h a n  wu l l  we 
see yoooar l i k e  a g i n ? " ;  t h i s  e s p e c i a l l y  popu l a r  at b ig 
S c o t l a nd - E n g l a nd s po r t i n g  f i xt u r e s . W id e l y  a s s um e d  by s i nge r s  
t o  b e  t r a d i t i o n a l  S c o t s  f o l k - s o n g ,  handed down g e n e r a t i o n  t o  
g e n e r a t i o n , e t c . Ac t u a l l y wr i t t e n  b y  Roy W i l l i am s o n  o f  �h e  

. Co r r i e s  f o l k - d u o . Don ' t  k now when , b u t  a t  a gu e s s  s ome t 1m e  1 n  
e a r l y  ' 6 0 s . E a l y  1 9 6 0 s ,  t h a t  i s . 



Robe r t  the B r u c e  i s  a l eg e ndary f i g u r e  in t h e  mo s t  expa nded 
and expa n s i v e  s e n s e s  of the wo rd . His name i s  t a l i s m a n i c  f o r  
proud S c o t t i s h n e s s ;  s u i t ab l e  f o r  u t t e r a n c e  a s  a c l a r io n - c a l l  
t hat r eminds yo u r  f e l low- S e a t s  o f  t h e i r  b i r t h r i g h t  a n d  o f  
t h e i r  duty t o  d e f y  t h e  E n g l i s h  oppr e s s o r . E v e r  s i n c e  t h e  
c a no n i z a t i o n  proc e s s  bega n w i t h  a pa t r i o t i c  a n d  v e ry l o ng 
poem , Th e B r u c e , by Rob e r t  B a r b o u r  ( c . l 3 2 0 - 1 3 9 5 ) ,  t h e  v i c t o r  
o f  B a n n o c kb u r n  h a s  b e e n  rou t i n e l y  pr e s e nt ed a s  b e i n g  a s  
S c ott i s h  a s  po r r idge o a t s , h a g g i s  a n d  B u r n s  N i g h t . ( Or R a b  C .  
N e s b i t , Sco t t i s h  c u l t u r e - he ro f o r  t h e  1 9 9 0 s ) . T h u s  i t ' s  l i k e l y  
to come a s  a s o u r c e  o f  d i s i l l u s io n m e n t  a n d  a ng e r  w h e n  s omebody 
c l a ims t h e  g r e a t  S c o t s  i c o n  wa s born at Wr i t t l e ,  E s s ex . 

W r i t t l e  nowadays i s  b e s t  a nd mo s t  po l i t e l y d e s c r ib e d  as a 
s u bu rb of C h e lm s f ord . L a r g e r  c l a ims w e r e  made o n  i t s  b e h a l f  by 
Regi n a l d  w .  B r a z i e r  in a s ho r t  a r t i c l e  f o r  Es s e x  Co u n t rys i de 
o f  Apr i l  1 9 6 2_ e n t i t l ed , " On c e  The Home o f  K i ngs : Wr i t t l e  . . .  " .  
To t h e  s u rp r i s e  o f  o n e  r eade r ,  Art h u r  Norman H a r r i s s o n , t h e r e  
wa s a notab l e  nob l e  omi s s i o n  f rom t h e  mona r c h i c a l  parade i n  
t h i s  p i e c e . For , p r o t e s t ed M r  H a r r i s s o n  mi l d l y , i t  c o n t a i n e d  
' no me n t ion a t  a l l  o f  t h e  k i ng who s e  f i r s t  h o m e  i t  wa s . 
Improbab l e  as i t  may s e em , Robert t h e  B ru c e , E a r l o f  C a r r i c k , 
K i ng o f  Sco t l a nd , w a s  b o r n  in t h i s  E s s ex v i l l ag e  on Ju l y  1 1 ,  
1 2 7 4  • I 

Improbab l e ,  y e s . Mr B ra z i e r  hadn ' t  m e n t i o n e d  t h i s  impo r t a n t  
h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  b e c a u s e , d e s p i t e  b e i n g  W r i t t l e - b o r n  h ims e l f , 
he ' d  n ever h e a r d  o f  i t . U nd e r s t a nda b l y , on f i nd i ng n o t h i ng t o  
s uppo r t  t h e  a l l ega t io n  i n  t h e  E s s e x  Record O f f i c e , h e  
r e qu e s t ed mor e  i n f o r ma t i o n  o f  Mr H a r r i s s o n . 

E ' e n b e f o r e  t h i s , o t h e r  Es s e x  Co u n t rys i de read e r s  h ad l e apt 
f o rward to say t h e r e  wou ld n ' t  be a ny . Th ey knew f i n e  we e l  t h a t  
Robe r t  t h e  B r u c e  h a d n a  b e e n  b o r n  i n  W r r r i t t l e . H e  h a d  b e e n  
b o r n  i n  Sco t l a nd : a t  Loc hmabe n Ca t l e , Dumf r i e s , wh e r e  t hey 
cou l d  a l s o s how you the cave where h e ' d  h idden f rom t h e 
E n gl i s h . P e r haps t h i s  wa s t h e  o n e  w i t h  t h e  s p i d e r  in i t . ( Ye s , 
I ' l l g e t  to i t . H o l d  on f o r  a f ew mo r e  par a s . )  A l t e r na t i v e l y , 
h e ' d  b e e n  b o r n  a t  Tu r nb e r ry , Ayrs h i r e . A S t i r l i ng 
c o r r e s pond e n t  n amed J . D .  McAn i s h  l ik e d  t h i s  b e t t e r , havi ng 
f ou nd i t  co n f i rmed i n  ' a u t ho r i t a t i v e  wr i t i ngs ' a nd h e  wry l y  
r em i nd e d  r e ad e r s  o f  E C  J u n e  1 9 6 3  t h a t  i n  t h e  wo r d s  o f  t h e  o ld 
S co t s  s a y i n g , ' " ye n e ' e r know w h a u r  a b l i s t e r  m i c h t  l i c ht . " '  
We l l  . . .  no , you c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t ,  do you ? . 

I n  between ( EC N o v e mb e r  1 9 6 2 ) Mr Ha r r i s s o n  was b a c k  c it i n g  t h e  
Compl e t e  Peerage Vo l . I I I ,  p . S 6 ,  u nd e r  " Ca r r i c k , E a r l dom " . T h i s  
s t a ted ' wi t h o u t  equ i vo c a t i o n  t h a t  Rob e r t  t h e  B r u c e  . . .  wa s b o r n  
Ju l y  1 1 ,  1 2 7 4 , a t  W r i t t l e , E s s ex . ' H e  wa s s uppor t ed by Wi l l i am 
T . Squ i r e , who b e l i eved h i s  f am i l y  wa s d e s c e nd e d  f rom t h a t  o f  
t h e  B ru c e ;  i n  May 1 9 6 1  t h e  E d i n b u r gh Regi s t er O f f i c e  had 
s u pp l i ed h im with i n f o  t ha t  ' de f i n i t e l y  s t a t ed t h a t  Robe r t  
B r u c e  wa s b o r n  a t  W r i t t l e ,  n e a r  C h e l s m f o rd , o n  Ju l y  1 1 , 1 2 7 4 . ' 
At l e a s t  eve rybody s e emed to a g r e e  abo u t  t h e  d a t e . 

I t ' s  w o r t h  r em i n d i n g  ou r s e l v e s  t ha t  n o n e  o f  t h e  d i s p u t a n t s  
op en l y  accu s ed Rob e r t  B r u c e  o f  b e i n g  n o t  r ea l ly S c o t t i s h ;  i t  
w a s  o n l y  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  o f  w h e r e  h e ' d  b e e n  b o r n  a nd t h e  

i n c o nv e n i e n t  pos s ib i l i t y  t h at p l a c e  w a s  a f ew hu n d r e d  mi l e s  
s h o r t  a nd s o u t h  o f  b e i ng S c o t t i s h . Come to t ha t , n o - o n e  
d o u b t ed t h at t h e  B r u c e  f am i l y wa s o f  No rma n d e s c e n t  . . .  th at 
t h ey had b e e n  s uppo r t e r s  o f  the E n g l i s h  k i n g  a nd k n e w  t h e  
E n g l i s h  c o u r t  i n t imat e l y  . . .  a nd t h a t  Rob e r t ' s  f a t h e r  ( a l s o  
named Rob e r t ) had owned e s t a t e s  i n  E s s ex ,  w h i c h  i n c l uded l a n d  
at W r i t t l e . 

H a r r i s s o n  had t h e  l a s t  wo rd i n � f o r  Augu s t  1 9 6 3 . H e  
c o n t e s t ed t h a t  Mr McAn i s h ' s  ' au t ho r i t a t i v e  w r i t i ngs ' s a i d  
defi n i t e l y  t h a t  Rob e r t  t h e  B r u c e  h a d  b e e n  b o r n  a t  T u r n b e r r y . 
H e  e v e n  doubted t hat s om e  o f  t h em d e s e rved to be c a l l ed 
' a u t ho r i t a t i v e  wr i t i n g s ' .  H e  mu c h  p r e f e r r ed to go by h i s  

Compl e t e  Peerage ( ' a w o r k  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  a u t ho r i t y , wh i c h  
c omma nds u n � v e r s a l  r e s p e c t ' )  a nd h e  c l o s ed w i t h  a r ema r k  t h at 
p u t  t h e  deba t e  i n t o  a u s e f u l  p e r s p e c t i v e : 

' As an E s s ex man , I s ho u l d  l i k e  to f e e l t h a t  
Rob e r t  t h e  B r u c e  wa s b o r n  at W r i t t l e ,  i f  t h e  
e v i d e n c e  s uppo rt s t h a t  t h eo r y ;  a s  a S c o t , Mr 
McAni s h  s e ems t o  wa n t  t o  f e e l  that B r u c e  wa s born 
i n  Ayr s h i r e , a l t ho u g h  the e v i d e n c e  may be a ga i n s t  
h im . ' 

So t h e r e . 

M e ?  I ' m an E s s ex ma n ,  t o o  - a n  E s s ex ma n ma r r i ed to a S co t  -
a nd a l l  I know a b o u t  a l l  t h i s  i s  w h a t  I r ea d  i n  Es s e x  
Co u n t rys i de - and I do n ' t  re a l l y c a r e  wh e re R o b e r t  t he B r u c e  
wa s b o r n . Hav i n g  m e n t i o n ed to a c o u p l e  o f  S c o t s  t h a t  Robert 
the Bruce may not h a v e  been born i n  S c o t l a n d , t ho ug h , I ' m 
i n c l i n ed to t h i n k  t h a t  s ome p e o p l e  c a r e  v e ry m u c h  about i t . 

C e rt a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  B r u c e  L e g e nd h a v e  l o ng b e e n  r e cogn i z ed 
as f o l k l o r e , wh i c h  me a n s  t h ey a r e n ' t  t a k e n  t o o  s e r i ou s l y a s  
h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t . I m e a n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  f amou s b i t  w h e r e  h e  
h id e s  i n  a c a v e  f rom t h e  E n g l i s h  a nd r e c e i v e s  s ome a s s i s t a n c e  
( d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t ) f rom a s p id e r . 

T h e  f i r s t  mot i f , w h e r e i n  t h e  E ng l i s h  a r e  m i s l ed i n t o  t h i n k i n g  
t h e  c ave u no c c up i ed p u r e l y  b e c au s e  t h e r e ' s  a s p i d e r ' s  web 
a c ro s s  its mou t h  ( wh i c h  m e a n s  they do n ' t  go p o k i n g  a ro u n d  in 
i t , w h i c h  means t h ey d o n ' t  c a t c h  the B ru c e ) has b e e n  a t t a c h e d  
t o  o t h e r  h e ro e s  i n  f o l kt a l e s  f rom o t h e r  pa r t s  o f  t h e  wo r l d : 
D a v i d , Mahomet a n d  eve n  J e s u s , f o r  examp l e . T h e  s e c o nd h a s  
B r u c e  i n s p i r e d  by t h e  s p i d e r ' s  t i r e l e s s  p e r s i s t e n c e  at 
b u i l d i ng a web . No ma t t e r  how ma ny t im e s  it f a i l s  ( e l e v e n , in 
one v e r s ion ) i t  g o e s  o n  u n t i l  i t  s u c c e e d s . B r u c e  eme rg e s  f rom 
the c ave r e s o l v e d  t o  do l i kewi s e  a nd w e  a l l see the r e s u l t  a t  
B a n n o c kbu r n . Th i s  mot i f  appea r s  e l s ew h e r e  a s  we l l  a nd m a y  h a v e  
b e e n  popu l a r i z ed i n  t h e  B r u c i a n  c o n t e x t  by S i r  Wa l t e r  S c o t t . 

B u t  t h e  Wr it t l e  a f f a i r  b i t e s  d e ep e r . I t  a t t a c ks t h e  b e l i e f  
t h a t  n a t i o n a l i ty i s , a f t e r  a l l ,  down t o  w h e r e  you a r e  bo r n . I t  
u nd e rm i n e s  t h e  v i ew t h a t  R ob e r t  t h e  B r u c e  c a r ed mo s t  f o r  -
f o u g h t  exc l u s iv e l y  f o r  - S c o t t i s h  i nd e p e nd e n c e . T h e r e  i s  a 
r i s k  t h a t  s u gg e s t i ng t ha t  he may h a v e  b e e n  b o r n  s omewh e r e  



o t h e r  t h a n  S c o t l a n d  i s  t a n t amount to s u gge s t i n g  he wa s ( a )  not 
S c o t t i s h  a nd ( b )  n o t  a Sco t t i sh h e r o . 

Rob e r t  t h e  B r u c e  w a s  n o t  a S c o t sma n , n o r  an En g l i s hman . He wa s 
a M e d i e va l M a n . And w h a t  h e  d i d , he did c h i e f l y  f or Robe rt t h e  
B r u c e  a nd f o r  t h e  f am i l y  B ru c e . 

I n  t h e  M i dd l e  A g e s  a n d  ami d s t  t h e  upp e r  e c h e l o n s  of s o c i e t y  i n  
e s p e c i a l ,  t h e r e  wa s l i t t l e  a u t h e n t i c  awar e n e s s  o f  b e l o ngi n g  t o  
a p a rt i cu l a r  n a t i o n . You b e l o n g ed t o  a fami l y .  That f ami l y  
own ed l a nds w h i c h , i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  B r u c e  f am i l y  a s  w i t h  
many o t h e r s , gave y o u  a n  i n t e s t  i n  mo r e  t h a n  o n e  cou n t ry . 
R e c ogn i t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  h o l d  t h o s e  l a nds wa s what w a r s  
w e r e  f o u g h t  f o r . A g o o d  d e a l  o f  M e d i e v a l h i s t o ry c a n  be made 
t o  r e s emb l e  a g i ga n t i c  a n d  comp l ex powe r - s t ru gg l e  between 
aggr e s s i v e  l i n ea ge s , the s t u f f  r ec a l l ed t oday i n  po s t ­
S t e i nb e c k  s oa p - o p e ra s . I n h e r i t a n c e  a nd m a r r i a g e  w i d e n ed you r 
f ami ly ' s  i n t e r e s t s . I t  m i g h t  be t h a t  e v e n tu a l ly both or e i t h e r  
wou l d  p l a c e  y o u  w i t h i n  r e a c h  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  l a nd - u n i t  o f  a l l ,  
t h e  K i n gdom . 

I t ' s  n o t  t o o  c yn i c a l  t o  s u gg e s t  t h a t  R o b e r t  t h e  Bru c e  opt ed t o  
be , n o t  S c o tt i s h ,  b u t  Ki n g  of Sco t l a nd . P e r c i ev i n g  a c l a i m  t o  
t h e  S c ot t i s h  t h ro n e  by r i g h t  o f  de s c e n t , h e  f ou g h t  f o r  t h a t . 
H i s  r e s i s ta n c e  to t h e  E n g l i s h  c ame down to t h e  f a c t  that i t  
wa s t h e  En g l i s h  k i n g  w h o  r e f u s ed t o  r e c ogn i z e  Bru c e ' s  f ami l i a l  
r i gh t s . I t  w a s  t o  t h i s  s am e  E n g l i s h  C r own t h a t  Rob e r t  t h e  
B r u c e  had e a r l i e r  o f f e r ed h i s  f euda l l o ya l t y ;  l i ke a l l  
medi eva l a r i s t o s , h e  k n ew a good d e a l  abou t t h e  a r t  o f  
swi t c h i n g  a l l e gi a n c e s  t o  s u i t i nd i v i d u a l  i n t e r e s t s . 

T h e  p e op l e  who f i nd t h i s  s o r t  o f  r edu c t i o n  d eme a n i n g  to t h e  
h e ro i c  memo ry o f  Rob e r t  t h e  Bru c e  - t h e  o n e s  w h o  w a n t  him t o  
b e  n o t  o n l y  a S c ot t i s h  h e ro , b u t  p u r e  S c o t s  b y  b i r t h  a s  we l l  -
a r e  l i k e l y  to be r e s po n d i n g  to f o l k l o r i s mu s . T h i s  q u a i n t ­
s o u n d i n g  G e rma n w o r d  c ov e r s  t h e  i n v e n t i o n , c r e a t i o n  and 
adapt a t i o n  of f o l k l or e  for d e f i n ed p u r po s e s  w h i c h  may i n c l u d e  
n a t i o na l i s t i c  o n e s . V e n et i a  N ewa l l  exp o u n d s  on i t s  r a n g e  i n  
h e r  f i n e  " Fo l k l o r e  a n d  T r a d i t i o n " p a p e r  f o r  Fol k l ore 9 8 - i i 
( 1 9 8 7 ) p a g e s  1 3 1 - 1 5 1 , wh e r e  s h e  s h ows h ow i t  c a n  be e n l i s t e d  
t o  f o s t e r  a s e n s e  o f  n a t i o n a l  id e n t i ty . Robe rt t h e  B r u c e  c a n  
b e  m a d e  t o  s ta n d  f o r  S c ot t i s hn e s s . W h e n  we r ea c t  t o  evide n c e  
t h a t  o u r  " t radi t i o n a l "  n a t i o n a l ima g e s h a v e  no ba s i s  i n  
h i s to r y , o r  t h a t  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  ba s i s  may n o t  ma t c h  t h e  
ima ge w e  o u r s e l v e s  p r e f e r , we a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  f o l k l o r i smu s . W e  
a r e  d e f e n d i n g  o u r  own percep t i on o f  w h a t  m a k e s  u s  d i f f er e nt 
and w h a t  we s e e  as m a k i n g  o u r  n a t i o n  w h a t  it i s . We d e f end 
w h a t  we w a n t  the H e ro t o  be and w h a t  we have made h im . 

Say a ga i n : I  don ' t  mu c h  c a r e  abou t wh e r e  Robe r t  t h e  B r u c e  wa s 
b o r n , n o r  w h e t h e r  h e  wa s or wa s n ' t  an E s s ex M a n . S t i l l ,  E s s ex 
n e ed s  a l l  t h e  f o l k - h e r o e s  it c a n  g e t . Anyo n e  who wan t s  to 
s u b s c r ibe to a s t a t u e o f  t h e  B r u c e  ( s p i d e r  as opt iona l ext r a , 
p e rh a p s ) f o r  e r e c t i o n  on t h e  c o r n e r  wh e r e  t h e  A 4 1 4  r u n s  i n t o  
Wr i t t l e  . . .  we l l , I ' l l b e  h a ppy t o  t a k e  t h e i r  money . M a k e  a l l  
c h e q u e s  payabl e ,  p l ea s e , t o  t h e  " F r i e nd s  o f  Edward I I / H e l l o  
Jo c k ,  Got A N ew H a g g i s ? "  F u nd . 

Robert the Bruce 
- Hart. Man By Paul  Screeton 
ROB E RT T H E  B R U C E  was born In Hart. 

Fair enough there is 
no evidence to prove 
this.  but no other 
place in  England or 
Scotland can prove 
evidence for his birth­
place. So let's hear it 
for Hart, County Dur­
ham. 

T ·t e  & o r a s n l p  o t  
Annandale wu confen -ed 
on the s e cond of tl '111 

Norm an . famlly of · · 

��� bh�Je�a�g· �� 
s o n s .  o n e  of w h o m ,  
Robert. received t h e  
Scottish and Heortneu 
esates. 

\ 
\ 

.1 ' J 

H e w a s o n e o f 1• 
S c o t l a n d ' s  g r e a t e s t � 
heroes, but few people . 
reall.ze that In addition ' 
to owning estates In 
Annandale and carrtck 
In ScoUand, he was also 
Lord of Heortness -
this tract of land In­
cluding Hart and Hart­
le pool. 

Another noble with Oefs 
In both S cotland and 
North u m b e r l a n d  wae 
John "Red" Comyn, who 
fought for Henry m at 
Northampton and Lewes. 
R o b e r t  B r u e e  c u t  
Comyn'e throat In a ttt of 
temper and became a hunted outlaw. � such he 
appealed to the patrtoUe 
section of the Scots: In 
our parlance he and 
Wllllam Wa.llaee became 
freedom fighters, or 11 
you were on the opposite side, terrortets. 

"He's geHing very glliJ � it, ht I J'mna thlnlc It'll hold hod the English" • .  

Scottish noblllty such 
as the Bruces were an 
O b V I O U S  e x a m p l e  ·O f 
people well at home In 
England. The Scots hero 
was the eighth member of 
the family to be called 
Robert, tlve of whom are 
buried In Gulsborough 
Priory, founded. by the 
second of the line, ln-
���:Jert.h e h e r o ' s  

He boldly canvassed his 
claim to the Scottish 
throne - and had hls 
lands In Heortness taken 
f r o m  h i m  b y  K i n g  
Edward I. In two minor 
engagements Bruce was 
d e f e a t e d  b u t  e l u d e d  

capture. I t  was a t  tiUs 
juncture that the spider of 
legend enters history -
orfolk hlstory. . 

There are !Jvo verelona 
of a tale where the Scots 
monarch was hldlng In a 
cave. . 

In one he watched a 
s p l d 11 r  l a b o r i o u s l y  
making Its web an d  have· 
many nW!haps with Its 
deUcate constnlctlon. A 
.arlety of "11 at t1nt you don't succeed try, try 
again" hope was Inspired 
and he emerged to lead 
hlsyeople to victory. 

Or whlle hiding there a . 
. spider wove a web ac:rq&!l_, 

the entrance whlch.eause.f hill pursue re to as.iJ\iriie: 
that nobody could be .Jii-4 
the eave andwent away; · . . I have my dou� as to , 
the Last story as I .Y'&9 told' a almJl&r tale ·· lni·Aber·· · 
d eensblr e  wlth·.'Bnice -. replaQed · by RoJ,: :R.oy� -­
And how large would the spider have lie en to spin a . 
web a� a large . cave 
e"a�:'�ent 0� tt, rav." 
age !Cngland'a northern 

���:�e�;:.
cl!:'fa1�: �� £::::::::::::=========================� � two-d&f' Battle . of' Ban· 

nockbum lett the !Cngllah· 

A sexy mode l ca l l ed h e r  doc tor i n  t he m i dd l e  of t he n i g h t  be­
cause she had a bo i l  o n  t he bot t o m .  The bea u t y  phoned h i m 
hou rs be f ore she was due to f l y  ou t f or a phot o s h o o t  i n  I b i za .  
She t o l d h i m  despera t e l y :  " I ' l l be f or t he h i g h  J U mp i f  t he 
photographer see:;; t ha t . "  The Ma nc he s t e r  GP t u r ned ou t to a nswe r  

army In·. tatters. It . v1n. : . ������ hlli �fd.:g,., 
leaderahlp - of the.--t.: �  

· Peace wu made betWeen ·i' 
the countries In 11121. 7. . . · 

t he p l ea a nd t re a t e d  t he g i r l ' s  e mbarrass i ng pr o b l e m. (� �==================� 
3 0 / 7 / 94 > . 

Cou p l e  of t a t t o o  or.es now. F i rs t  o f f .  t o l d  t ha t  i t  wou l d  cost .t50U t o  Magic lotto 
re mo·Je a ! ou r - l e t t e r  t a t t oo i r om a 1 5 - y e a r - o l d  boy ' o h a nd , a j u dge i n  SUPERSTlTIOUS Neapolt-
I nd i a n a  sa i d  ha l f  t he cost cou l d  be saved by l ea 'J i r.g j u s t  U K  on h i s  sk i n  tans rushed to bet on a 
(0 Spo r t , 1 3 / 1 2 / 9 4 > And he l l - ra i se r  a c t or J oh nny De p p  t 3 U , who i s  �·��f:�;�:,!!;"�'}:;/;u���r; 

go i ng o u t  w i t h  wa i f - l i ke Croydon c a t ·..,ra l k  qu e e n  Ka t e  )loss , has In s ;uo t he r sp�ead through a Naples 
Be t t y  Sue ' �  name t a t + ooed on h i �  l e f t b i ce p .  Howe ver on h i s  r i g h t  b i c e p  neighbourhood that a 

.,. v "' 
• , dead man had come back 

he d i d  have a t a t t oo sa y i ng " '.V i nona Forever . "  Bu t A :ne r i ca a Peo p l e  to life. · . 
ma-az i ne � l a i l!IS  he 1� ha .. i ng ' .. re movAd on e l e t t e r  at a t i :ne  -- because the clty /ws a S()phisttca-o �.; .,. • � V � , ted system [or the weekly 
i t  i s  s u c h  a pa i n f u l  procedu r e . At the momen t , People says , � t  rear.ts �ame_ with ea�h number 
Y.'i no !' o r  e ve r  < Today 3 0 / 9 / 94 ! . carrymg a set stgni/i�an_ce. ' . ::gf�� :n� :l· ���n:r;��'s Stripper dies in cake ��:;. ��:':u�����'x:e���:. 

dJ 5 tf ted 1 • lti  t Iced L EF T :  t D Spo r t , 6 / 2 / 95 uen wrong, spread like 
��!����lng to�t5�ut��her �rlo�ance and t a k e n  up b y  � wildflrt. 
at a stag night. Guests at the bash In Copenhagen (Prest..._tlj_tflri.ctt.Wn. 
got so drunk that they Corgot all about her. And Peop l e , 1 9 1 2 / 95 > · 21219Sr 

. ����m:�� l��;d'ed� k� 2�;:��fJ'b:�e��� 
the colossal confection. Cops declded there was no 

�� f��Ybfo'�g:c���!s��o������������� 
mind. He recorderl a verdict o( accidental deatn on 
the stripper. 



\THE' Sun's ' legendary Italian 
correspondent John Kerr, who 

1 broust�t readers a strtng of 
wacky stortes, has died of. a 
heart attack at the age of 60. 

I John;. specialised �: in . · bl.za.rre 
yam� which · were guaranteed 

j to raise a laugh. And hls own 
•life ·wu almost u wacky. 
r· � real name wu Fted Pye .and he UMd to be a London copper. 
I He called hlmHif John KerT when he ned to Italy U years �o 11.1\er 
�tu. �rmy m&rrl�e to e�.• chart· 

C u l  D Spor t ,  
C. o J.  .-, r :::yt.� � 0 '.· -

. .  THE SUN, Thursday, October 'Zl, 1 91M  
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ly JOHN KA Y Md 11U: coul · · I ·' �h�e m:ta�:.� 
playinf the piano. 

topper Kathy Kirby ended 1n divorce. John - who wu said to have had The ai:uoi' ruline his car with petrol who decided \0 have a smoke. 
h����d�e�cea;'t Ju� a����� 

to n r f1 n.. t � · fro Jo��� ��ed: an�Ev":�e:f': Trfvtao 0�e.:;. .:en;ce� ��:i"• wu: m copper, Fted had a nose · for news. 
Tht ROil whose .dinner party �heoo�;�� ���J:;t. me · about 

���� �nw:::�=�c:e:�ittfe��� "There were also the off-beat s�-The NUN · who revealed she wu ries like the Jtirl who walked an to aecreUy m&rrled 15 times. Holloway police station and uked 
The HUSBAND who paraded his �r �h�.13 �w�r ::'�"�e';'en��� 

�{:h�e:!e:��h �:u.'e�,!:,.:,ner ·- John quit u a police ser��:eant on 

· ··- ·· • - · • . 1 health II!"'Unds. 

2 :..: / 2 1 1.::5 
. � : 5 / ';l:. 

� k d j He joined a news 
.,na es an , �;yw:sh��·h���i��� 

fl UUI I • Ill an Easter prank on (fuggy 
!disaster 

cc : b'aJJe .. 'S I �F.� o�ya hlsanfri��� 
lJ �lJCrt 

I 
c.._·' /  5 1 ''5 noes were astonished Hampstead Heath. 

• " when they examined Henry �r a funeral service 
;; Spv:· t. ,  . t) ,  1 / Y:. 

I STUDENT Terry Cahill 

I wa.s more than mitred 
when hi.l parents and tamUy didn't appear to 

I be doing anythlne about hi.l 18th blrlhday. . 
So he decided to make r the date eo with a ban& \with the help ot his 

girltriend Ula.. 
On the bl& day : he 

::�ft::wwh�m� �� 
started on an ora ot 
bedroom bonklng. 

· But halfway through 
the phone rane down­stairs and the naked 
couple decided to answer lt - doRY style. 

· __ Chorus ' · · 

1 But when they pUed 
• into the Uvlnr room 
1 a chorua ot �Happy 
, Birthday'" trom parents, 
· erandparenta, aunts, j unclea and cousins· 
���g� � ����ug� J couple lay on the tloor 

i ah;e� �o
th
�rd 

h
� the drama in a m&(11%1ne's 

:J�fd���{���"& he Is go!nr to be banned 
��o��=r.. 

h
�':! 

York. . 
But hi.l parents have 

vowed never to r!ve 
anotheraurprtu party. 

S u n ,  5 /  1 / 1)5 Bender's stomach . . .  and 1 lfved-rr:,� ���rean Jlo�� 
Col 4 - �u n ,  1 7  / 'L. / 9  found a 12

id
·inch SNAKE . ian teacher, he wu bur· trapped Ins e. I led under an olive tree at 

D Sport , � / 12 I 94 The reptile apparently ·his holiday home in slithered down hi& throat Southern Italy. 
��tn ��;'h�

n
����f. on a an�e A':ev61er�7:�c���� 

Medics were amazed to 
find it was still alive. But Dr 
Ben Thomas sald: "The 
wO:X:u/�e:;

t
irr'k����� 

hospital untU it is naturally 
eUminated by his body." 

�11111111111111111111111§ 
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lmBD I  
All mod cons 
not included 
A ROMP In a jacuzzi and �� /

a
��nt�� b:t 

thtnk she'd found her 
dream lover. The stranger she met 

; In a New York night club 
• saJd that be owned the 
• luxury mansion where 
· they made love. But she woke up to 

find her romeo had flown and an estate 
agent and two would·be buyen1 &taring at her. 

URBAN MYTHS UN­
PLUGGED 

By Phil Healy & Rick 
Glanvill 

WHEN interviewed by 
Mark Radcl iffe on 
R�dio 1 about their pre­
VIous book, the authors 
said they had been in a 
�and (The Fall .  I be­
l ieve) so this would ex­
plain the "unplugged" 
ti tl� buzzword. But plug 
theJ.r books they do, with 
a ch�eryr: vengeance, so 
the title 1s also akin to a 
pun. 

For the uninit iated 
they explain the nature 
�volution . and popular� 
1ty of fnend-of-a-fr iend 
tales beofre gett ing 
down to the ususal cate­
gories. 

Folklore Frontiers has 
its " old ies but goodies" 
and Healy & Glanvill be­
gin with one I had al-
w a y s  c o n s i d e r e d  
F o r 
tean/paranormal! sp ir i t  
ual and, er, true. It's the 
saint found perfectly pre­
served after several cen­
turies of death. Maybe I 
was n�ive or Healy & 
Granv1 l l  are outside 
their brief. 

Thi s  antiques road­
show - their term - even 
has the elephant which 
�at on . a M ini, mistaking 
1t for 1ts stool, which is 
almost as old as the 
mammoths. There's also 
the pair of dobermans 
terrorising a would-be 
burglar;  the old wo­
man's ruse to get her 
"daughter" to pay for 
her meal ;  woman who 
goosed a complete stran­
ger; bosom serpent; huge 
tap�worm ; earwigs in 
bram ; and bus t icket 
which had caused deaf­
ness for years . 

Then there's the tale of 
the exotic dancer whose 
boa constrictor became 
je�lous of her new boy­
fnend and motivated by 
jealousy attempted to 
strangle him. 

Healy & Glanvill have 
a bizarre tale of a rott­
weiler given extra-large 
si l icon implants inser­
ted in its scrotum, only 
for the mutt's original 
testicles to drop into the 
attentive hands of a 
show jusge. Equally em­
barrasssing was the tele­
v i s ion documentar y 
team which homed in on 
a rescue dog supposedly 
having found a human 
victim under an ava­
lanche but, in fact, servi­
c ing a stray b itch. 
Worse is this end of the 
tape of a wedding where 
the camcorder loaner is 
found having sex with 
his pet dog. 

Among the m ore 
modrn legends on their 
way to becom ing clas­
sics included here is the 
traffic control police 
who p lay " snooker" 
when booking motorists 
by the colour of their 
cars;  selected Euro­
myths; Amazon urine 
fish; Fannie and John­
nie Craddock ("and all 
your doughnuts w i l l  
turn out like Fannie's"); 
t�e.spians' special atten­
twm to rodents; Chris 
Evans caught "burping 
the worm," as we call it 
up here. while watching 
Baywatch and caught 
on secret cameras for 
1'-!oel's House Party; pros­
t itute asked how long it  
would take to pay a £40 
f ine ( " about half-an­
hour"). ;  tattoo transfers 
of Mickey Mouse, dosed 
with LSD or Ecstatsy, 
being sold outside in­
fants' schools to get the 
kids hooked. 

There wil l  always be 
cases where reality m i­
m ics myth and the tale 
here of an attempted sui­
c ide sueing the New 
York subway authority 
and train dr iver, for 
being robbed of his de­
mocratic right to end it 
all, is reflected in the 
true UK even where mod­
el Heather M il ls,  who 
lost a leg, is being sued 
for distress by the speed­
ing pol ice motor-cyclist 
who injured her. In the 

USA the depressed dwell­
er won. 

New contemporary le­
gends here include the 
housewife who when 
f inding the half-dozen 
packets of a popular 
washing powder she 
bought at an auct ion 
did not shift stains what­
soever, and sent a sam­
ple for analysis only to 
find her washing blues 
turned her white upon 
learning the product 
had been six 30kg car· 
tons of pure heroin - at 
a very good price, too! 

Some tales are plain 
stupid, some relocated 
dirty jokes. But was 
there any need to make a 
crude reference to Cleve­
land fathers and their 
daughters? But then 
what then do you expect 
when you become in­
volved in urban mytho­
logy. 

Published by Virgin, 
£4.99 

HISTRIONICS 
By Geoffrey Regan 
A pot-pourri of histor­

ical anecdotes which 
l ike the proverbial par­
son's egg has its good 
and indifferent mo­
ments. Arranged accord­
ing to a variety of 
topics, it is a collection 
of anecdotes and true (?) 
stories; episodes, memor­
ies, curiosities and snip­
pets. Overall, a worthy 
enterprise. 

Among those tales to 
most amuse the reviewer 
is one related about 
George IV's hatred of 
his wife which was so 
great it blinded him to 
everything else, even the 
greatest enemy this coun­
try has ever known. On 
Napoleon's death on St 
Helena, a serva n t  
congratulated the king, 
saying: "Sir, your bitter­
est enemy is dead. " " Is 
she, by God!" replied the 
king. 

It was she, too, who al­
legedly conducted an af. 
fair with the Muslim 
Dey of Algiers. The 
Chief Justice, Lord Nor­
bury, supposedly ob­
served: " She was .�appy 



as the dey was long."  __ _ 

The author says he 
has expunged distinctly 
apocryphal tales such 
as those of Robert the 
Bruce and spider or Ca­
nute and the waves. How­
ever, we are treated to 
King Alfred burning the 
cakes ( never mind that 
it  was recorded in the 
1 2th century Annals of 
St Neot's); the obviously 
m y t h ic d iscovery of 
Richard I by the tena­
cious troubadour Blon­
del; how Waiter Raleigh 
" we ighed" h is tobacco 
smoke for a wager w ith 
Elizabeth I (i.e. the dif­
ference in weight be­
tween o r i g in al a n d  
ashes) and a lso here is 
his putting h is cape over 
a puddle for the Queen; 
and daschunds (German 
sausage dogs) were a t­
tacked in the street after 
1 9 1 4  so one woman 
decked here out  in a un­
ion jack coat, w ith the 
inscription "I am fully 
naturalised. "  

Other tales doubtless 
have little or no basis in 
fact. For instance Sarah 
Bernhardt, playing the 
pat of Cleopatra in the 
last years of V ictoria 's  
reign, stabbed the slave, 
stormed about the stage 
raving at the top of her 
voice,  wrecking some 
scenery and as the cur­
tain fell ,  dropped to the 
ground in a convulsive 
heap. As the applause 
subsided an elderly Brit­
ish matron was heard to 
observe to her compa­
nion:  " H o w  d i fferent,  
how very different from 
the home l ife of our own 
dear Queen."  

Some anecdotes are 
mundane, inconsequen­
t i a l  or ted ious;  even 
akin to the dirty joke 
and the British scholar ' 
a n d  e x p l o r e r  S i r 
R ichard Burton one -
w h a t  a surprise 
sounds apocryphal, but  
has its internal  (and 
eternal) logic: "As they t 
watched, t h e  sheikh's  
wife fell off a camel, re- · 

v e a l i n g  h e r  p r_i va te 

parts. The Englishmen 
were thoroughly embar­
rassed and were amazed 
when the sheikh seemed 
entirely unconcerned. It 
was only later that they 
learned that the sheikh 
had in fact been deligh­
ted that h is wife had 
managed to keep her 
face covered when she 
fell." 

Incidentally, the long- · 
est piece is also the most 
salacious, about Theo­
dora, w ife of the Empoer­
or Justinian, w h ich is 
very Daily Sportish, de­
spite being penned by 
her contemporary, the 
Greek h istorian Proco­
pius. 

From longest to short­
est ,  Calvin Cool idge -
this one is a nod to our 
American readers - is re­
garded as having been 
dim, but th is tale sug­
gests otherwise. At the 
start of a dinner party, 
a woman turned to h im 
and said:  "I hope you 
will talk to me, Mr Presi­
dent. I made a bet that I 
could get more than two 
words out of you." " You 
lose," said Coolidge. 

Puiblished by Robson 
Books, £1 5.95. 

TiHs- S P O Rt i N G  
LAUGH 

By Norman Giller 
THE introduction be-

gins: 
-
"There is foo ol'teh ­

a snarl instead of a 
smile on the modern face 
of sport." 

With Cantona 's kick 
in m ind, t h is selection 
shows there are also h i­
larious moments,  the 
daft and the b izarre. 
The sportswriter claims 
the anecdotes are all  
true, but the reviewer 
reckons several are sus-

-�t. 

"He had H all-women, alcoholism, gambling addiction. llut he wasted lt  all for a life of football." 
�urely apocrYpnalls 

the one already well en­
ough known to para­
phrase. George Best had 
a former M iss World in 
bed beside him as he 
counted h is £ 1 5,000 casi­
no w innings. The Irish 
n ight porter who had 
brought u p  c ha mpagne 

_ � ked Bes t :  " George, 
JU: s t  where did i t  all go 
wr ·ong?" 

�-�- --� -�--- ----,.-,-��----- -- - - - -··· - -

Cookery . �est. · ' · that my husband worked there. 
"Secateurs?" inquired Peter, quite 

From Ms Gillian Bevan . . . naturally. To which my husband, 
Sir: The death of Peter Cook has re- thinking it must be some kind of lit­
minded us of a much-loved and of- erary test, replied rather hesitatingly, 
ten-told true family story. "Non sequiturs?�'  · 

My husband, ·having recently ar- It was only when Peter walked the 
rived in London from university in length of the shop, giggling to him­
Warwick, where he had spent the self, that my husband realised his 
previous three years, found himself mistake, and blushed with a mixture 

. one day in the ironmonger's shop in of embarrassment and pride at the 
Hampstead. The sight of celebrities classic Pete & Dud conversation he 
still being a new experience for him, · . , M1d just had with o�e of his heroes. 
he found himself smiling with plea- · Yours faithfully, 

, sure at the sight of reter enter!ng GILLIAN BEVAN tl:-r\dctp�� 
the shop, which Peter took as a stgn London, NW2 1,__ 1 ( / �fl) 

Another famil iar one 
was New York Jets 
American football play­
er Joe Namath after 
playing his first game, 
on the synthetic surface 
Astroturf, being asked: 
"What's  the difference 
between grass and Astro­
t u rf? "  " We l l , "  drawled 
Joe,"I can ' t  rightly say 
'cos I 've never smoked 
Astroturf." 

Of the cheeky tales 
there's t he occasion at  
Twickenham i n  1 982 
where E rika Roe made 
her streak. " Hey, Bill , "  
scrum-half Stevie Smith 
said to captain B i l l  
Beaumont,  " there's a 
bird just  run on with 
your bum on her chest. ": 

As well as tall-sound­
ing tales,  there is a 
large selection of quotes. 
My favourite is, "I al­
ways say that to main­
tain an interest in sport, 
it  is important never to 
meet sportsmen,"  from 
Roy Hattersley. I inter­
v iewed him as a j un ior 
reporter when he was a 
junior m in ister. Doubt­
less this accounts for my 
lack of interest in poli­
t ics. 

Published by Robson 
Books, £6.99. 

NEW WORLDS 4 
Edited by David Gar-

nett . 
LAST of the senes; 

even its editor admits 
the reason is because 
short stories don't sell.  

So w il l  this collection 
do any better? There's 
plenty of icons named -
reborn H e n d r i x  a n d  
W a r h o l ,  B o b  D y l a n  
busking in a c a r  park -
and no lack of sex, most­
ly of a bizarre type, par­
ticularly i n  The Last 
Phallic Symbol. 

Best story of all is Ro­
bert H oldstock' s  series 
of "spoof' letters from .a 
botan ist .  The A men­
cans she discovers, have 
set up small intrusions 
of transgenic hazelwood 
in 50 forest locations, 
each with the Group­
D NA-sequences_ fJC9m a 

en bones dug up in 
pits  during V ictor ia!l 
t imes are analysed, 1t  
seems they are fro m  
50,000 to 100,000 years 
ago - and of modern 
man " Something about 
the teeth: lacunae in two 
molars show s igns of ( 
having been produced 
by a .metal drill . Sounds 
like oh:e·· of those urban 
myths, doesn't  it ." (Actu­
ally no, try Fortean phe­
nomena). 

Plus David Langford 
on SF or SF-like works 
w r itten by those not 
main stream genre wri­
ters, and neat afterward 
by M ichael Moorcock. 

Published by Gol-
lancz. £6._9_9_. ----.:...::.::_ 

d iv idual .  In Maryland, 
the Clint Eastwood p ine­
wood was named Make­
My-Day wood. 

There's also the tacky 
a n d  forge ttable Pap­
woods of M adonna (an­
o t h e r  story has as 
postcard displaying her 
w i t h  a d o n k e y ) ;  
Thatcher wood deemed 
a failure and for the 
chop; Ed Kennedy copses 
of New England having 
deter iorated into shal­
low lakes and marshes, 
where locals dump their 
old cars. 

Humou r  is sparse in 
this anthology, but there 
is real wit The Charis­

_ rna Trees. 



I N  BR I E F 

f HE BABY TRA I N  & OTHER LUST Y URBAN LhG E N DS by J a n Haro l d  Bru n va nd .  A 
c o l l ec t i o n wh i c h  w i l l  a l so e n t e r t a i n  For t e a n s ,  as we po i nted ou t i n  t he 
re v i e w  of t he h a r d back i n  F F23 . [ he cover ot a ba by w i t h  a t: r i  t i s n  c l ass 
91 l ocomo t i ve is qu i t e capt i va t i ng .  I t  you mi ssed t he h a r d bac k ,  you ' ve 
no e x c u se to ge t t he pape r ba c k .  I t  i n  dou bt re t e r  to t he re v i e w 
FF2 3 : 7 / e .  ( Publish"'d 'oy 'Y/ '" Norton t'7. 95> . 

K I NG ARTHUR A N D  T H E  GRA I L  UU EST bv J o h n  Xa t t he ws .  V i su a l l j t h i s  l oo K s  
l i ke a b o o k  f r om m y  g ra nd t a t he r ' s 0 e ne r a t i o n  t i e  l a s t  c e n t u r y > a n d  f or 
c h i l d re n ,  at t ha t . A l so I ' ve never bee n  a Ma t t he ws f a n  wha tsoe ve r . J oh n  
B i l l i ng s l e y ,  re v i e w i ng t he book f or Nor t he r n  Ea r t h ,  not e s :  " Ma t t he ws '  
rewo r k i ngs o f  Gra i l  ta l e s  - - h i s  r e ha s hed s t o r i e s a nd v i su a l i sa t i ons 
fou nd i n  a bo u t  e v e r yt h i ng he wr i te s  a r e  now p l a ye d  o u t .  Those who c a n not 
wr i t e g u i ded me d i ta t i on s .  Sure l y  reade rs do not need t he i r  Gra i l  on 
sugar l u mps? "  Hea r ,  hea r .  < Pu b l i shed by B l andf ord P r e ss. t l 6 .  99 > .  

T HE ART OF CELT I A  by Cou r t ney Da v i s .  I ra t he r  l i k:� Da v !. .; ' ·,.c.-.� ::,u :; • .• 

not a S i r  G e orge T r e �e l y� n  : � n  ! t � � ; �cc 1 a l : y  i b �cr a n t  o : �  5 1 �  �� ; 
pro ba b l y  J.ls.agcd � r- u .a  -.... i �uw::l ;.: .: f  ... .: t ; '  .::;..,:..:;� u.o r .: �; : �a r1 a r, i  o :: :-�e r 
i ;l.:! i ·; i .:!ua l .  H i ;;  d o t t j'  a ypad r a ;.ce or. TV some ye<� rs ago l:.or r i :' i e ·:!. ;;;-= ·  
wha tsoe ve r .  Se ve n t y  co l ou r  � nd 7 0  b/ w i : ; u ; t ra i ons .  B i t too c o f f e e  t a b l e  
t hough f or m y  t ;- u e  a p p r ec i a t i o n .  < P u b l i shed by B l a nd f ord P ress, t9 . 99 > .  
T W E L V E CHANN ELS OF THE I C H I HG by Myl es Sea broo k .  I ' ve t a ke n  pa rt i n  a n  
I C h i n g  sess i o n a nd was i mpresse d ,  bu t have neve r f o l l owed i t  t h rou g h . 
T he r e f ore I c a n n o t  g i ve a rea l j udge me n t  on t he boo k and t r u s t  t ha t  t h i s  
u pda t ed vers i o n  o f  t he a nc i e n t C h i nese me t hod o i  d i ·J i na t i o n a r.d 
pred i c t i on i s  re l e va n t . i t  c l a i ms  to be a s i mp l i t i ed vers i o n wh i c h  w1 l l  
i n t r i gu e  nov i ce a nd e xpe r t  a l i ke .  < Pu b l i s hed by B l a ndf orct Press, t)J . 'J!J > . 

THE GREEN K N I G HT by I r i s Ku rdoc h 

P A R T - MY T H ,  pa r t - my s t e r y  a nd pa r t - t hr i l l e r ,  t h i s  hau nt i ng ,  e voca t i ve 
s t o r y  r e v i ves o n e  of t he most e ndu r i ng Ce l t i c  a nd me d i a e va l  l egends a nd 
i nf u se s  i t  w i t h  n e w ,  c o n t e mpora r y  l i f e .  T h i s  is t he s t or y  of 
P r o f e ssor Lucas G ra f f e , who sudde n l y  d i sappe a r s  a f t e r  ha acc i de nt a l l y 
k i l l s a noc t u r n a l assa i l a nt . H i s  br o t h e r  C l e me n t , an ac t o r ,  becomes 
e x t r e me l y  c once r ned and, w i t h  t he he l p  o f  some mu t u a l  f r i e nds , a t t e mpts 
t o  t ra c k  L u ca s  down .  The f r i e nds i nc l ude a n  asp i ra n t  �o n k  and a s i ng l e  
mot he r  wi t h  t hr e e  beau t i f u l  da u g h t e r s . T he n  a myst e r i ou s  st ranger 
e nt e r s  eac h of t he i r  l i ve s ,  cau s i ng t e ns i o n a nd d i scord . Whe n j u st as 
s u dde n l y  Lucas r e a ppe a r s ,  be too is c o n f r o n t e d  by t he s t ra nge r and f aces 
d e ma nds for r e s t i t u t i on a nd reve nge . 

P u b l i s h e d  by P e ngu i n, t6 . 99 .  

N APOLEON ' S  BOOK OF FATE edi ted by M i c hae l Co l me r  

P ROPHECY i s  verymu c h  a n  u nderrated compone n t  o f  u r ba n  myt ho l og y .  
Whe t he r  w e  c a n  s e e  i nt o  t he f u t u r e  - - o r  s h o u l d  a t t e mpt s u c h  - - i s  
d e ba t a b l e .  H a v i n g  bee n t o  a gypsy f o r t u ne t e l l e r  < s he s pook:ed t he he l l  
out of me ) 1 done o u i J a  ( s hocked aga i n >  a n bd 1 C h i ng < v e r y  acc u rat e ) , 
t ho u g h  t o l d  by t he se l f - proc l a i med g r e a t e s t  a s t r o l oge r s i nce W i l l i a m  
B l a ke t ha t  1 w i l l  d i e  a broad aged 53 < I ' m 4 8 > ,  I g i ve orac l e s  t he 
be ne f i t  of t he dou b t . T h i s  a nc i e n t  orac l e  i s  e d i t ed a nd adapted 
f or e v e r yday use w i t h  1 , 0 0 0  a nswe rs t o  32 of N a po l eo n ' s  s pec i f i c  
q u es t i ons.  U s e r f r i e nd l y .  

by TRISTAN ��VIES _ _ _ 

Ram mer llama ding-dong 
FOXES have again caused carnage at a friend's fann in 
Brightling, East Sussex; lambs, chickens and ducks have 
gone the way of p�edecessors in an orgy of blood and .. 
feathers. Why my chum won't do the sensible thing and buy 
a llama, I don 't  know. 

Studies show that hardy South American llamas, 
increasingly popular in Britain, are extremely effective at 
guarding sheep against predators once they have marked 
out a territory and bonded with their new woolly " family". 

But therein lies a problem which was highlighted the 
other morning on Radio 4's Farming Today. A sheep fanner 
from Headcorn in Kent had shelled out £500 for his male 
llama to guard his livestock. Sadly, the urge for the llama to 
" bond" with his woolly charges proved irresistibly strong, 
and the creature - how can I put this? - became afflicted 
by the love that dares not bleat its name. 

The farmer must now buy a female llama or have his male 
one gelded. 

AS A postscri p t  to the 
Brightling fox carnage (see 
story above), my friend tells 
a curious tale that he assures 
me is true. 

Sti l l  reeling from the 
attacks on his own animals, 
be was commiserating with a 
neighbour, a redoubtable 
woman who shoots rabbits 

• ·l 

from in•ide her farmhouse, 
whose hens had also been 
ravaged by a fox the night 
before. "Come and look," she 
said, leading him to the hen­
house where she keeps her 
Marans French fowl. 

She pointed to one of the 
survivors. The day before, 
the feathers had been 
typically dark grey and 
speckled. But overnight, 
following the fox attack, all 
the feathers had turned 
completely white. 

Do readers know of any 
other such occurrences In 
their parish? 

Mystery of the 
Duke and 100 
vanishing dogs 
FO R  more than ha lt  a century, the link be­
tween the Duke of Windsor's trousers and the 
massacre of his father's favourite dogs hu 
been a whispered rumour among villagers near• 
Sandringham. 

But now an amateur hUtorian is pu blicly claim­
ing that the Dub had 100 clumber spanieb shot 

�:CC:�5fts l�e
ove�n� l 

plus tours during a I By TRACEY HARRISON j . 
shootlni party. 

· 

His tather Oeo�e V, 
who wu tlercely proud ot 
the brHd he reared, 
roa� wUh l&utrhler. 

But the Duie never tor­
cot - &nd took spectacu­
lar reventre soon alter his 
Cather•s death. accordlnc 
to Hadrian Jetts. 30, &n 
ari&tion historian trom 
Nortolk. 

Just houn alter becom­
inc Edward vm in 1938, 
he orde� the head pm.­
keeper to shoot every 
clwnber In the kennels. 

The story wu pe..ssed 
doom to Mr Jetts by his 
arandtather and father. 
He tlnaUy made it public 
toUowintr a debate in a 
newspaper letters paae 
when a clumber won 
Crutt's this year. 

Alter one corTespondent 
clAimed that the Duke 
had once a tavourite 
ctwnber, Mr Jetts decided 
to teU the world. 

Mourned 
'I have absolutely no 

documentary proot: he 
SAid. 'But I believe both 
my grandfather and la­
ther aot their lntormation 
tram �rood sources.' 

h�� ���:i:';r
er 

at •a: 
nearby estate &nd wa.s told 
the clumben had dl.s&p­
p e a r e d .  T h e r e  w e r e  
rumoun o t  a shootintr. 

·But In l!Hl my father 
manaeed to buy one, &nd 

Y&.S told by the wom&n . 
who sold lt that lt wu ; 
one o! the tew survivors.' 

The story troes that a.s · 
Queen Mt.ry mourned. the . 
new Klntr slipped ot1 to 1 
phone head p.mekeeper 
Pnddie Bland. 

'Take those wretched 
clwnber dop out &nd 
shoot them - every sinl(le 
one of them, and do it 
straitrht away; he Is S&ld 
to have dem&Oded. 

Records 
With two helpers &nd a 

heavy heart. Bland ahot 
m01t ot the does &Od 
drowned their puppies. 
But he smunled a hand­
tu! out to nearby Vill&ies :�:��':t� the breed trom 

La.n nitrht Phillp Zleeler, 
author ot K.lntr Edward .� �'F�w

h:l
� 

�ea.rd •a vacuely similar 
rumour. But alter tal.kintr 
to scores ot people and 
scourintr eatate records. he 
Cound no evidence to aup­
pori it. 'lt's weU mown 
the Oulte didn't like San­
drintrh&m, but he abso­
lu tely did l.l.ke doea: 

The Duke ltept cairn 
terriers. puas and a peke -
&nd once adopted a stray 
he saw in a does• home in 
Prance. 

�t
uc�t�.,%:1acC:.r:�� 

verity th.i.s story.' 

FARMER'S DIARY· • I WAS. r�ce�tly asked
.
- as 

I someone wttb  no vested tnter· 
est - to take part in a B BC 

· Open Door p rogra m m e  on 
· 

· bunting.  While  fi lming,  the · 
producer told a story of a pro· 

r '  

I gramme she bad recently fin· 
I isbed about black Tories. 1. She bad found a blacK Con· 

servative, with a "frightfully, 
frightful ly" accent, who rides 
to bounds. At one meet the 
hunter .was approached by a 
screaming anti. "You should ' ·i p . . p � a r 1 s n  u �p a nd Rob i n  Page ' s  Farme r ' s  

.� bot h 'iae k:e nd Te l e g r a ph , 2 1 / 5 / 94 ; 1 0 0  
· : span i e l s , D Ma i l ,  7 / 5 / 9 1  

b e  ashamed o f  yourself," she 
D i a r y bawled. "Don't you remember 

slavery? A hundred years ago 
this lot would have been bunt· 
ing you . "  He looked down .i from his horse and answered 

:calmly: "My dear, 500 years 
ago I would have been eating 
you." 



Little devil: Paul Bowman plays the lead role at Devil'• Bridge watched by fellow 
pupils of Newham Bridge School Picture: MEL ATTRILL 

Pupils ' 
devil of 
a task 

CAN anyone help 110lve the devil o f  a 
mywt.ery over a Middlesbrough land· 
mark? 

A aandetone bridge at the meeting 
of Newham and Marton West becks in 
Acklam hu been known u Devil'• 
Bridge for 200 yean - but no one 
knowa wby. 

Yeeterday an 'imp' from nearby 
Newham Bridge primary echool took 

a view from the bridge to try to solve 
the mywtery. 

Shirley Muir, beck valleyw officer 
for Middlesbrough council, aald: 
"The name may refer to dayw when 
monke used the route. 

"Maps refer to Newham Bridge, but 
11 anyone can shed light on the Devil'& 
Bridge name, we would woe it on d.i&· 
play boards." 

rumour 

hangs 
balance 

B y  SIAN ROBERTS 
BANGING hukete have 
overtaken bunr parliaments 
u the centre of political 
diiiCUNion In RJchmond. 

Rumoun etarted to blouom 
that red flowen were banned 
from hangl.nr bukete for fear 
of them ahowi.nr support for 
Labour, while white, blue and 
green flo"'"'" would be 

1 allowed to flouriah. 
' But the rumour, which 

eprouted In the run·up to the 
General Election, wu 
officially M:Otcbed yeeterday 
and the true explanation wu 
revealed u the latest War of 
the Roaee ept.ode. 

It wu al80 confirmed that 
the buketa will not go on 
dlaplay until June 1. 

A public meeting di&miaeed 
red llowen becauae they 
represent Lancuhire and 
would not be appropriate in 
RJchmond, which this year 
boats Yorkshire Day 
AuguAt 1. 

Coun Pam Cro88, chairman 
of the town'• floral commit· 
toe, a'ald the political rumoun 
were tunny, but untrue. 

She aald that the public 
meetin(, called to dllleuN the 
town'a entry In the Britain in 
Bloom competition, decided 
on white flowen becaUBe or 
Yorkshire Day. 

"But all white would have 
1 looked horrible. People at the 

I r:!:fw.!al! ;e�u:e� 
euggeeted blue and green for 
the colour," aald Coun Crosa. 

"Tbat'a the only reaaon. 
Next year we might decide on 

• red. white and green." 

LEF T :  llort h e r n  

Ec h o ,  26 / 3 1 9 2 .  
ABOV E :  N or t h e r n  

Ec h o ,  8 / 4 / 9 2 .  

Ran o u t  o f  space 
f or more boox:s 

and an:; ;na_:; r e ·;­
e w:; . A l sc ;,E: l d  
o � � �  i n  the 1 0g �  


